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Buttsbury — Great Blunts
Recollections of Peggy Nisbet

GREAT BLUNTS, STOCK ROAD, BILLERICAY
Pegsy Nisbet is the daughter of John Nisbet, and granddaughter of Robert Nisbet, He had
come down from Scotland about 1886 1o farm at Gt Blunis in Butisbury. Many Scottish
farmers were approached at this time and persuaded to travel south.

Robert Misbet, his wife Magpie and 4 children travelled on a specially hired train, bringing
with them all their houschold goods. farming equipment and their livestock, arriving ot
Ingatestone Station with all their wares and walking the three miles 1o Gt Bluns.

From thel 881 Census for Scotland, we learn that Robert Nisbet, born in Slamman, Stirling,
was 2 29 year old farmer with 110 acres, of which 103 acres were arable, employing | man.|
woman and | boy. The man could well have been his brother James Nisbet, an unmarried 23
vear old with his occupation being given as Farm Servant. Also with Robert were his wilke
Maggie born in Ayr, and two sons, George aged 2 and 3 month old John.

From the 1891 Census for Buttsbury, Essex, Robert is now aged 40, living at Gt Blunts with
his wife Maggie and seven children. George is not mentioned, but Mary is 16, John, %, Jeanie
7. Thomas 4 all born in Scotland. Robert 2, Maggie | and Marion a few months old were all
born in Buttsbury, With them are two cowman John and Allen Chalmers, a Nursemaid
Isabella Muir and Agnes Pollock a Domestic Servant all hailing from Scotland.

Miss Misbet’s father, John, had rewurned o Scotland for his schooling as education was
thought 1o be better there, attending the Kilmarnock Academy and staying with an uncle who
lived nearby. Some of the other children may well have done so as well, and perhaps George
was one of these?

The Gt Blumts building dates from at least Tudor time (between 1500-1600) as evidenced by
the tall Tudor Chimneys with 27 bricks. Some years ago, when internal decorating was being
done, underneath the wall paper there were newspapers and these revealed a date of 1842
giving an insight inta how decorating was accomplished in that era.

Many people of Scouish origin joined the United Reformed Church and it was o this church
that Robert Nisber became a Trustee and later Church Secretary and Chairman of the Chapel
Finance Committee. Great Bhums was officially in the Parish of Buttsbury a thar time and it
was usual in those days 1o have g burial in the purish of abode. Peggy recalls that her mother
abways said °f don’t wam o be buricd o Bunisbery Clierch®™ as she thought it was a lonely
wolated place. A family plot was purchased at the United Reformed Church in Billericay.



The 1881 Census for Grean Blumis, Buttsbury, states tha: the land comprised 275 acres,
Charles Hemplemann the Farmer, emploving 13 labourers and | boy, The 1891 Census does
not give the acreage or numbers employed by Robert Nishet but as many of the inhabilams of
the Butisbury Parish were agriculture labourers, it can be assumed that some of them wouid
be employed ai Great Blunis.

Over the vears sales of the land have passed through other hands and more recently was
purchased by the Peachey family who built Stock Brook Manor Golf Club.

The house, thought to be of Tudor origin, with its notable chimney stacks, and the remaining
outbuildings, stand in about 15 acres with a view a1 the from towards the Swock Road and a
scenic view at the rear over the Golf Course.

Peguy Nisbet's father, John, is known to have held appointments in the area a5 County
Manager of Buttsbury Junior Council School, 1929, and later appointed Vice Chainnan of the
Managing Body, which post he held wniil at least the end of the second world war,

Pegyy did not attend the Buttsbury School but was sent 1o the Dame Schoal in Billericay run
by Miss Boughtwood - this building faced the High Street - siwated by The Crown Public
House - this would have been about 1925. She recalls there were high steps leading up 10 the
school. OF the High Street, there were not oo many shops but those of Cottis, Purvis the
Greengrocer, Moores and Shelleys.

Of the Perry Street area, which was known as Garden Ways, she recalls that as a wirl. therne
were no houses except 2 cottages at the top end of Perry Street. There were plenty of bushes
arpund which, during the war, had 10 be cleared 10 make way 1o cultivate the lard and prow
vegetables. Mr MeCauley was a key worker towards this end.

NISBET/NESBET

From the 1881 Census for Scotland the following noted:
Living at East Gormyre, Torphichen, Linithgow, Scotland

Roben Nisbet Head Mar 20 Farmer of 110 Ac Bn Slamman

Stirling. Scotland
wogether with Wife Maggie, 2 sons named as George aged 2 and John
3 mand a brother James Misbet Unm aged 25

1891 Census: Civil & Eee. District of Buttsbury Mid Chelmsford

(it Blurus, Butisbury  Robeni Nisbet  Head Mar 40 Farmer Bn Scotland
Maguie Nisbetr Wife Mar 36 Bn Scotland
Mary Nisbet  Daur Unm 167 Scholar  Bn Scotland
John Nisbet Son ] i Bn Scotland
Jeanie Nisbet  Dawr T » Bn Scotland
Thomas C " Son 4 = Bn Scotland
Robem " Son 2 Bn Buttsbury Esx
Maggpie C Daur 17 Bn Butisbury Esx
Marion C © Daur 7 Bn Butisbury Esx

Apnes Pollock Serv Sgl 17 Dom Serv. Bn Scotland
Isabella Muir  Serv Sgl 16 MNursemaid Bn Scotland
John Chalmers Serv Sl 21 Cowman Bn Seotland
Allen Chalmers Serv Sgl 18 Cowman Bn Scotland



From "Calling the Generations”

1895 Roben Misbet the Elder became a Trustee of the United Reformed
Church

1895-1899 Robery Mishet became Church Secretary

1901-1904 The Chapel Finance Commitiee was under the Chairmanship of Robent
Mishet

Buttsbury School Records

4 December 1929

25 June 1930
27 Oclober 1937
24 April 1940

st March 1948

Electoral Registers
| 894/5
1901

1911
1911
1911

At the first Meeting of the School Mr I Nisbet was appointed as a
County Manager of Buttsbury Junior Council School

Mr J Nesbet was also appointed Vice Chairman of the Managing Body,
Rev Rob Pemberton appointed Chairman.

Mr J Nisber was also appointed Representative of the Joint Committes
for the purpose of appointing a Head Teacher,

He signed as John Nisbet - Chairman

Mr J Nisbet re-elected Vice-Chairman of the Managing Body

Last Meeting of the Managers until they resumed 16 July 1945,

Mo mention of Mr J Misbet after this date

Minutes of Managers ends.

Roben Nisbet
Robert Mishet

Jane Nisbet, Buttsbury, Ingatestone  House, Gt Blunts
Jane Misbet, Buttsbury, Ingatestone  Land, Gt Blunts
John Nisbet, Buttsbury, Ingatestone Land, Gt Blums



Buttsbury from the late 1930's
Butisbury School & Christ Church Mission
Recollections of Avril Gorham (nee Hardy

CHRIST CHURCH MISSION
Dedication Service — 21 Janoary 1933

Avril has lived in the Mouninessing Road all her life, born nearby in 1935, Her familv are
well known in the area and during the intervening years they have witnessed many changes in
the Mountnessing Road and Perry Street areas. Avril's father was a brick-laver, working
firstly for Cronin, Builders of Brentwood, doing much work an war property all over Essex,
eyeling to and from the job each day, He later worked for Billericay Builders, Jacksons of
Potash Road, invelved in the building of homes, which included Anvil House in Perry Street.

School

Avril attended Butisbury County Junior School from 1940 soon afier the start of the Second
Warld War. Unfortenately, film was not available during this period so photos are not
available. She recalls there were two evacuees attending the school at that time; they were
both cockney lads, one named Richard Chamberlain, a very blond habred boy and the other
Kenneth Swephens (or S1ephenson) who lodged a the same place nearby. During air raids ihe
children were all herded into the shelters situated in the plavperound, where they sal an long
benches. These two lads were the life and soul of the party, each having a grear sense of
humour, teaching them all the cockney songs they knew. Not all the time, naturally, as some
of the time would be given to reading out loud to the weacher and the class.

The toilets were outside in a separate building and repwined so for many years. She recalls
ong very snowy winter when the girls built an igloo on one side of the plavground and the
boys an igloo on the other and then precesded 10 have a terrific snowball fight.

The milk was delivered in third pint bottles by Hunts Dairy from Potash Road and the
Monitor of the day would tell the milkman how many bottles were needed for that particular
day. Heat was provided by the 1oroise stoves. She ook sandwiches from bome but became
heartily sick of them as her mother always packed them with beetroot - and she won'l enr
beetroot to this day!

Each of the three classrooms were divided imo years. She believes the Infanis were for 5 - 7
vears, the Juniors 8 - 9 and the Seniors 10 - 11, L was probably guite difficult for the
teachers 1o supervise different age groups - ane in each half of the class,



OF the Teaching Seaff she recalled Mrs D'eath who came trom Chelimsiord.  Even afier Aveil
had left the school she returmed in later vears to help to hear the children read ete, Reading
during her time there was carried out each day when each pupil read a chaprer out lowd to the
class, She feels she learned a bot in her school days about relicion as the teacher woukd read a
chapter from the Bible and explain it as well, Mrs D'eath was very good at drawing pictures
and when she set the children 3 poem o learn she would illustrme it with pictures on the
blackboard, i.e. The 'Ducks Ditty' by Kenneth Graham, for which she drew ducks and reeds,
ar the 'Owl and the Pussy Cat’ - it made it far more interesting for the children,

She recalls an incident during school time - which would not be allowed oday. During the
War, some lalian prisoners billeted locally were set the task of cleaning out the river banks
nearby and they ofien came 1o the school fence 1o talk w the children, bringing with them
little craiis they had made, such as purses and necklaces which they gave 1o the children.

Avril was an active member of both the Brownies and the Guides. A photo of the Brownies
is depicted wwards the end of the War, which group was held in Christ Church Mission Hall
ar the time, and a photo of the Guides, later held in the Mayflower Hall, Chapel Streer.

A stroll along Mountnessing Road and Perry Street

These two roads were the only ones that were made up when Avril was small. She recalls that
next door 1o where she now lives was a huge pond where the children very often plaved. [t
had stepping-stones and sometimes, if you were to lifi the stones, grass snakes would appear
from under them. The south side of Mountnessing Road was not in the Buttsbury Parish at
that time, but worth mentioning was the chestnut plantation, which ran from Raibway
Couages (where "The Pilgrim' now stands) to Lt Cowbridge Grange.

Continuing towards the River Wid, there were three cottages situated where the road wms,
They were occupied by the Wrens, the Puffers and the Langdon families. Then on 1o Lawness
Farm, worked by the Macauley famity. The Nunn family lived in the tied cottage.

During the 30%sand 40%, there were very few houses in the area. The parishes were divided
by Mountnessing Road, the north side of which was in Buttshury Parish and the zouth side in
Mountnessing Parish. Prior to living in her presemt home she had lived with her parents and
hrother in a bungalow just up the road near 1o where the new housing development now
stands on the site of the old Mayflower Hospital and, just bevond that was some vacant land.
then a row ofabout 5 bungalows,

On the comner (now Bridge Parade) there was a great big house which her father had wold her
had been a Pub when he was a boy, When Avrif knew the house, it was divided into two with
one door in Perry Street and one door in Mountnessing Road, oceupied by the Wrayion and
Parker families,

Tuming left into Perry Street and continuing on the lefi hand side, were two or three fields
with a back entry into Crescent Road. Shortly after this was a bungalow, recently
demelished, occupied latterly by Mrs Chapman, [sitwated on the cormer of Wick Glen and
replaced with two detached executive homes), Just bevond this was the brook that ran from
the park, crossing Perry Street and down 10 Brighiside (now piped underground). Another
bungalow was next, near to an empty field and the hill rose umtil you reached the Rickeus
house named "Floreatdale™ set between what is now Wick Glen and Upland Reoad, Then on
10 "Srone House". where lived Mr and Mrs Pemberton, sivsated in large grounds which ran 1o
the top of what is now Upland Road. (AL the bouem of this road is Brigluside which was
known as "aeroplane way” - does anvone know win?),

Lh



Opposite Upkand Road stood Perry Comage where Mr and Mrs Ellermun hved, Queens Park
Stores at that time was situated on the southside of what is now the Queens Park roundabout,
run by Mrs Shuttleworth, the store having a side entrance as well as 3 tfront deor. Until the
early 1970' there was only a turning into Queens Park and siraight 10 Perrv Street but later
this changed when the new housing ¢states sprang up and the roundabout was built,

Just beyond this area and set back from the road a little was another row of houses and
nothing else but a track which led to the chicken farm which the Awkinson family ran. near 10
a house occupied by the Knight family. Sylvia Knight played the organ for Christ Church
and Buttsbury Church for many vears. Passing Hill House Drive on the right, there was then
only one large house before Christ Church Mission Hut was reached which was situated on
the leit hand side of Perry Street nearly opposite the school.

Crossing over, we come 1o Butisbury School and returning down Perry Street on the east side
we approach a very big house where lived the Skewes family. Bevond this was Hillhouse
Drive where the Vicar, the Revd Thomas resided.

Cominuing down Perry Street towards the site of what is now the Baptist Church was siluated
a beautiful house with terraced gardens, possibly known as the Rockeries. Before taking the
track to the park was Radfords Nursery where Eva Stewan worked with her sisier - :_h-: area
was quite large and Mrs Radiord had a bungalow buih nearby on part of the land.

On the site now occupied by 'Old Farm Court’ stood two old wooden rendered coutages before
the Bams, One of the cottages was occupied by the Brown family (Douglas Brown has
recently written articles for 'Billericay Life’ magazine). In later years the barms were held by
Haicher as a wood yard, then Butts the Builder, after which came a dis-used bungalow, Nexi
came a bungalow occupied by the Knightbridge family.

There was then only Baker's Field and one bungalow laid far back from the road until vou
wrned left into The Chase (now Radford Way) and on to Brickfield Conages, two pairs of
semi’s, one of which was occupied by an aunt of Avril's. The Risbys and Norris families lived
there during the war (Mrs Norris worked for the food office). The others were occupied by
the Collards and the Hales families. The Brickfields, as they were then known (now Radford
Industrial Estate), were excavated for sand and ballast. The Harris's owned this land around
this time and Avril's uncle, George Collard, worked for him as a cowman. Facing the
brickfields was a view towards fiekds and a a“m:path across and round the railway line,

Avtil remembers the Park in those days and the swimming pool which had been buill with
access from Lakeside. Whether it was filled in fater is open to conjecture.

Church

A% her parents had done before her, Avril and her husband Colin were married at St Giles,

‘-.:Inumnnss:ing. Christ Church Mission at the time was not licensed for marriages although
there is a photo dated about 1948 of the only wedding to be held in the Mission Hut - that of
Irene Brown, who lived in Potash Road, and her husband. Together with Leslie Kidgell, the
Jacksons and the Hills, they were involved in arranging social events, such as concens and
skeiches, in the Mission Hut, using the altar area as a stage.

Avril and her parents have abvays been actively involved in Christ Church and have seen
many changes and growth in the cangregat:un and building. When Avril and her friend
Dorothy decided to be confirmed. for instruction they would eyele over 1o the reCIory in
Fryeming Road, Ingatesione. Mr Foulemon having taken over the lving when the Revd
Pemberion died.



e 1982, the S0th Anniversary of the Sunday School was celebrated ar Chirist Church when
some of the parishioners shared their memories with the children. For eight vears from 1952
Avril was the Kindergarien Sunday School Superintendent. the numbers  prowing
dramatically a5 a result of the increase of butlding in the ares. She and Bob Jackson ook aver
from Miss Frost whose health had deteriorated. Miss Frost had always held a summer par
m the grounds of her house, 'Bucklands’, in Hill House Drive, sewing up a treasure hunt in the
garden as the highlight of the afternoon and each year a little play was perfarmed enacting a
bible story. In January, Christmas parties were held which were enjoyed by all. Avril was
algo involved with the Yowh Club for some years and later her husband Colin becane
Treasurer of the first Christ Church Council.

Avril's mother, Mrs Jessie Hardy, has also been very active in the church from early times,
They have together arranged the distribution of the harvest to the elderly in the
neighbourhood for many years and also arranged the flower rota, providing many different
plants and greenery from their own gardens on many occasions, as and when required. Uil
recent times, Avril's mother was to be seen eycling in the area, which has stood her in good
stead as she 15 now in her nineties!

Avwril's daughter, Karen, has always been involved with Christ Church, firstly a1 Sunday
School and then as Sunday School teacher, working later as the Office Administrator.
culminating in her decision to join the Ministry. Afler working for two years in the Diocese
of Hull, she was accepted for training at Bristol Theological College, was ordained in York
Minster in July 1995 and is now licensed as Priest in Charge at St Pauls, Maidstone, in Kent.
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Perry Street from the mid 1930°s
Butishury School & Stock Road
Recollections of Juwan White

THE WHITE FAMILY OF
SMALLGAINS LANE

Background

loan is the daughter of George and Annie White. She was the ‘baby’ of the tamily with two
sisters and two brothers. Joan was bom in a house owned by the Spurlings next o the Old
Kings Head in the Stock Road - a large red bricked house. Her father George was born in
Stock at Everitts cottages and her mother Annie {real name Martha) was from the Harington
family of Broomfield who lived 10 the grand age of nearly 96 years. The Whites were a local
family having a farm of thal name in Smallgains Lane (sometimes known as Newmans farm).
Une of Joan's brothers worked at Hoffmans in Chelmsford whilst Joan worked at Jameson,
the Optical factory, where she subsequently met her husband Maurice. One of Joan's sisters
was initially in domestic service and cooked for the Matthews family in Stock - the convene:d
house mext to the shop on the comer of Swan Lane, later working for the Nevilles
Cialleywood before moving to Ingatestone.

The School

A resident of the Orchard Avenue end of Perry Strect for some 63 vears Joan recalled that.
when a pupil s the local primary school, it was known as Perry Street Schoal, She attended
from about 1938 until the end of the Second World War. Miss Corcoran, the Headmistress,
was remembered as a disciplined but fair 1eacher and was @ the schoal for many years. She
ard her family lived in Stock on premises belonging to the Catholic Church and the Perrs
Street family renewed their friendship as they had all known one another in earlier times in
the village.

There were three classrooms comprising Infams, Juniors and Seniors with about 36 pupils in
each. Miss Parish taught the Infams, Miss D'eath the Juniors and Miss Corcoran and Miss
Evans taught the Seniors, There was a separate entrance at each end of the building for Boys
and Girls. Toilets were communal and situated in a separute block at the rear of the school
across the playground. The playground was large and they were able o play spores plus
hopscotch and throwing bean bags and participated in coumry dancing. There was a larpe
wall along the side of the school where they were able 1o play ball,

In the winter each classroom had a heater, The school dinners were transported in a van -
proper meals with mear and two veg - possibly more than coupons allowed at home, These
were served with chunks of break and a pudding such as Spotred Dick or Treacle Tart, Thes

werg very good and nourishing, Ladies came in 10 school to serve them, The milk was heated
in a huge churn.



Ferry Sireel area

Having lived in the same house in Perry Street for the past 63 years when the family moved
trom their Stock Road home into their new house, one of two pairs built in the early 1930,
outwardly the homes do not appear (o have aliered very much. The houses were built with
two living rooms, kitchen, 3 bedrooms and a bathroom. The fromt of the house overlooked
Perry Street which was tarred and shingled in those days and access was through to the Stock
Koad. During the summer months it is remembered that the tar was inclined to melt and stick
to the soles of shoes. There were no made up pavements but on the front boundary were 6 @i
ditches and the water from these ran o the farmland o where the Polash Roundabowl is
situated and where there was a brook at that time {(hence Brookside), Some water came from
Mr Misbet's farm situated on the Stock Road and then went underground - probably 10 Potash
Road. Many of the surrounding plots had the original bungalows built on them and many of
the plots extended to the Stock Road and those on Stock Road had access to Perry Street from
their back pates. It is believed that Field 159 on the 1922 map was owned by Gt Blunts, The
upper end of Perry Street (with the bollards) was known as Perry Street | and Orchard
Avenue was known as Perry Street 2 in times pase,

The Bridles at that time was known as Green Lane, and this route was used to get 1o Norsey
Woods to gather pea sticks with the permission of the Gamekeeper who also looked afier
Forty Acre Wood where there pheasams at that time. Father and daughter would travel
together and carry the peasticks they had gathered to their home, father with his sticks over
his shoulder and daughter, being so smail, with the sticks under her arm.

Two bungalows, Oakdene and Lynmouth were demolished in the 1960's and land was
acquired from some of the surrounding homes 1o build in whar is now known as ‘The Priony’,
The numbering starts at 6 and § and it may well be that the builder had hoped 10 acquire more
land for development,

In the early 1940's a track ran alongside the two pairs of houses from Perry Street to Central
Avenue. A quaint couple by the name of Briggs owned an open-topped car and travelled this
route occasionally, the lady wearing a fox-fur and the gentleman sporting a moustache and a
trilby hat. This track ran alongside land occupied at the time by farm buildings and barns -
Flot 157 on the 1922 map (the site of Dirty Hall Farm). Opposite Norsey View Drive was the
Catholic Priest's house.

Another couple living nearby - Mr and Mrs Schooling - as Mr Schooling was a builder, he
built their own home called Fredor’ as well as another bungalow which accommodated Mrs
Lee, a sister of Mrs Schooling.

Morsey View Drive had a number of plots at this time and one occupant, namely Mr Rolfe
lived in a bungalow at the corner of Central Avenue. He had a deep well in his front garden
at that time (was it filled n?). Mr Rolfe was known to many of the local school children as
he later became the school crossing patrol. There were a number of natural wells and streams
in the area at the time. In Morsey View Drive near to where the Woods family lived at their
bungalow named "Wendy' was a litde copse where lots of bluebells grew. Mr and Mrs
Jillings had a house built for their duughter and son in law in Perry Street known as "Duich
Barn' . Mr Jillings worked as a cowman with Mr French on Nisbet's farm.

Other families recalled were the Elmores, the Flacks, Hills, Webb, Brasseus and Freight all
living in Orchard Avenue.



Further afield

[n the 1940°s-30's i i3 remembered there was Bush Hall Stores ran i Mrs | fasworrtle [owas a
quaint little shop which housed the Past Office, it had wooden coumers and sold different
types of sweets kept in tall jars, Lanterns provided the light. Alongside was 2 lovely orchard
where the children were allowed to pick up the windfalls and ear them. as well as being soid
in the shop. In later years, another family called "White' ook it aver and Josn and other
members of her family occasionally helped in the shop.

There was also another shop, called "The Steps’, sitvated on the left hand side of Stock Road
vowards Billericay {just before St Johns School) which sold ‘evervthing' including tea and
sugar, kept in huge tubs, which was weighed and packaged in brown paper on the premises
for customers.

The Inmernational Stores in Billericay High Street delivered provisions, such as bacon, sugar,
etc the whole weekly shop in the 40's-50s amounting to no more than £1.75.6d.

Two milkman are remembered in the area, Rickeus of the 'Fairway' and the Hunts in Potash
Road, delivering fresh milk which was measured and sold from metal jugs and loter in
bottles.

The lce-cream man rode a bicycle around the area which held a metal comainer on the from
with room for the ice-cream and ice.

The War Years

During the 2nd World War search lights are remembered scanning the skies and it is beligved
that a bomb, possibly a doodle bug, was dropped in the vicinity of Springfield Road causing o
huge crater. Another, possibly an Aerial Torpedo, dropped at the top end of Perry Street
the rear of the Catholic Priest's house, taking the window panes out. It is recalled that a Night
lamp blew over and rolled to the edge of the table fortunately extinguishing the flame before
more damage was caused.

Many people had an Anderson shelter in their back gardens. School was terminated at the
beginning of the War but resumed within a short while, There were two large brick built Air
Raid Sheliers in the school grounds situated near 1o the toilets - they are remembered as being
cold and damp with long  benches to sit on. It is believed the end of the War was celebrated
with a party in Central Avenue. Do you recall the celebrations that wok place?

BUSH HALL STORES ¢ 1934

Avknowiedgements B Cllray

BUILT EARLY 1930'S
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Buttsbury - the 192008 to early 19305
Gooscherry Green/Mountnessing Road/Perry Street
Recollections of Laurence (o Chalds

Background

Laurence is a member of the long established Childs family whose family oniginated from
Stock. He is a local artist of some renown painting local scenes in oils and exhibiting a
various venpes in the area. He was bomn in Billericay in September 1918 the second youngest
i the Family with three sisters and a brother. One of his sisters died i about 1928 in St
Andrews Hospital and in about 1930 a brother was tragically killed in a motor cyvcle accidem.
He has two older sisters, one of whom, Madie, has also described her personal memories.

Lawrence was born in a cottage situated behind the Railway couages at Gooseberry Green,
now occupied by The Pilgrin' and he was christened at St Giles Mountnessing by the Revd
Cobbing and has lived in that village for some time now. Like his sister and other siblings.
Laurence attended Gt Burstead Council School (now known as Quilters) in the mid 1920 as
Butisbury School was not built unil 1930,

Laurence's first job was at the Atkinson Press situated on the Stock Road where he earned
fi-d. per week, He later worked at Mr Bindoff's garage which was situated at the junction of
London Road and Western Road, where a garage exists 10 this day. The comner in past times
was known as Harts Comer as the Hants ran a Sweeishop alongside the garage where the
‘Cars for Sale’ are now Situated.

He left after a short while and with George Tupper an old school friend with whom he
worked secured a job at Cromprons in Chelmsford who produced Electrical Switchgears.
returning 1o this company afier having served in the Middle East during the war afier serving
for six and half vears. He is a long standing active member of the Middle East Veterans'
Asspcigtion, their meetings being held in "The Hut' behind the ‘Rising Sun’. Crompions was
uliimately bought out by Hawker Siddeley and Laurence decided to set up his own company
in Beehive Lane, until the land was compulsorily purchased by Chelmsford Council, 5o he
kuter worked as an estimater for a friend involved in the sheet metal business.

In 1950 Laurence married Ena Bradman at St Mary's Shenfield. She was a childhood friend
living nearby at Gooseberry Green.  During the war Ena had been a Physical Training
lnstructor with the ATS and afterwards had worked as a Telephone Operator with the GPO at
the Brentwood Telephone Exchange. Her father, Jacob Bradman, bom in Limon,
Cambridgeshire, was in fact related 1o Don Bradman the famous cricketer. their ancesiors
having originated from Withersfield Suffolk and previously Bradenham in Norfolk. There is
a Family Tree detailing the family going back to the 1700's and an aricle on Pages 12 and 13
in the September 1998 edition of 'The Cricketer’ detailing Sir Donald Bradman's ancestry, In
1954 their daughter was bom.

Mountnessing Road area

As Laurence was born in this area, we start our walk in the area of Mountnessing Road. Just
south of the Railway Bridge at Moumnessing Road is a lane which at thas time led 10 both the
cricket ground and to Ricketts Dairy, Mr Ricketts would rravel around with a horse and car
and a milk chum and with a container run the milk off, Thev had a scoop and poured &t inwe
the customer's jug. Mr Ricketts also had two or three sons who worked with him. Rickens
and the crickel ground have now gone, the cricket ground to pastures new in Blunis Wall
Road, but the name of Rickeus has been perpeivated as one of the roads near 1o Gooseberr
Gireen now bears this name,



Arcund that arep Laurence and his Iriends used 10 2o scrumping cccasionally, one targer
being Dick Stephens house. [If he saw them he would often chase them and invariably (o
escape they had 1o leave their bikes. When they retumned some time later o collect them the
lads would cofien fnd that to teach them a lesson Dick had let the wvres down and
consequently they had to push their bikes with the fat tyres through gates and over fields w
their homes.

Continuing north across the railway bridge up Mountnessing Road towards Gooseberry
Green, was a steep bank and facing it were some cottages one of which was occupied by
Laurence and his family with Mr Bush who lived next door and close by was the Groves.
They were situated just at the rear of where 'The Pilgrim' now stands,

The cortage was tharched and weather boarded with a living room in the cenire, a bedroom on
either side and a kitchen at the rear. Qutside there were hedges on the left of the cottage and
apple trees on the right. Oil lamps were used for lighting (electricity did not come until the
50'5). A gallon of paratfin was bought from Mrs Shuttleworth at her Queen's Park Stores in
Perry Street to Gl the oil lunps.
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SHUTTLEWORTH STORES PERRY, STREET
From an [lustration by H Richman
For cooking there was a kitchen range with an oven fuelled by coal. Sacks were filled up at
the coal yard by the raflway with coal, coke or kitchen nuts and the coalman then went out 1o

deliver on his horse and can?

For bathing, there was a tin bath for which the water had 10 be heated either in large
saucepans hested on the range or later in a copper housed in a brick built unit which was fired
from beneath. Mains water was Jaid on w0 a tap by the gate - 30 yards from the house.
Unfortunately, the cottage bumt down just after the 2nd W,

The view fram the rear of the cottage was towards Lt Cowbridee Grange with meadows
between where before the war hay was always grown. It was only during the 2nd WW thae
all the fields were ploughed up and cultivated as every spare piece of ground had w be used
for growing food.

Lawrence recalls being told by his mother that she had been quite concerned during the
IstWW when the Zeppelin was falling in flames and she thought it would land on the railway
station but of course it went on to the Jacksons Lane area, She often referred 10 the "Zeppelin
came over the custard tree” (custard tree referred to a ype of apple - vellow in colour -
another type of apple was the “Blenheim Orange").

Along the south side of Mounmnessing Road (leading towards Bluebell Wood) was a
Plantation which ran between the coitages and Cowbridge Grange at that time. Chesinut trees
were grown here for the chestnu fencing which was very popular a1 the time as this was the
period when plows of land were being sold and poultry houses erected on smallholdings which
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were springing ep in the arca. In Lt Cowbridge Grange. opposite Hannaking farm, lived
Lizzie Drummond a lady well known in the area until recent times.  She was ofien 1o be seen
willoping across the fields on her horse.

Laurence's wife, when a young girl living with her family, moved at one time 10 a bungalow
situated near Cowbridge Wood, now Bluebell Wood, and later lived opposite the station in a
bungalow owned by the man with the limp known as 'Hobbly Harris' for obvious reasons. He
also owned the Brickfields ar that time, where her father worked.

Hannakins, opposite Lt Cowbridge, stll stands today, a private home set back on the north
side of Mountnessing Road. Nearby lived the Puffet family for a while including Bill, Percy
and Albert, the last named marrying Lavrence's sister Madie. Hannakins was a working farm
until ai leasy afler the 2nd WW. Next door, where she lived until recently, was Ivy Collard
who married one of the Wrens and who is especially remembered for riding her bicycle
arpund the area.

Situared where the roundabout is now at Gooseberry Green and facing onto the Mountnessing
Road m this junction in the early 1900's was a green triangle and opposite the green on the
south side of the road, where The Pilgrim’ now stands, were Railway Cottages. In the lae
1920's and early 1930's lived four families with the names Lindsay, Geeves, Clark and
Crawley. Mr Geeves did the shunting in the station goods yard and had four daughters,
Nellie, Grace, Elsie and Jessie. Jessie was one of Laurence's earliest playmates and now lives
in North Devon.

There were a few wooden bungalows here and Nancy Poulson lived in one whilst just
oppasite to Railway cottages on the junction with Mouninessing Road and Perry Street was
the home of Bill and Dworis Parker (now May) who now lives Roman Way. Doris's mother
was 2 WW1 widow, typical of the day, wore her hair in a bun. She is remembered as having
a walnut tree in the garden. One story told is that situated near to the Methodist Church, in
some privately owned ground, were some walnut trees (which appear to have grown
profusely in Billericay at that time) and many children used 1o creep in and pick them, The
only thing was the green husk of the walnut would leave a brown stain on your fingers and if
comnplaints were made to the school, the local policeman would come along next day 1o
investigate w find out who the culprits were and of course, many of them were found to have
the tell-tale signs still on their fingers.

Perry Street area
Mext to the Parkers lived Old Bill Keeling. He was a bachelor who lived with his mother bur
when he was 40 years old he sadly committed suicide,

Cominuing wp Perry Street and encompassing an area now known as Knightbridge Walk,
Ricketts Drive, Hares Chase and Attridge Chase, deriving their names from the local people
wh lived in the area at the time, was Baker's Meadow in the centre of which was a pond. On
a freezing winter's night heavy with snow the children used 1o take hurricane lamps filled
with paraffin with them to light their way and make hupe slides to play on and have snowhall
flzhes.

Between Gooseberry Green and Perry Street where the road dips 1o its lowest point before
climbing once apain there were only meadows and fields and no other houses umil vou
reached a pair of 2 storey houses (which siill exist) which were built and lived in by the
Williams family. Opposite and laying right back fram the road. was a wooden bungalow
named "OIDUNNO'. Lt appears that the man who buil ir was agked on completion. “What are
vour woing 1o call it? 1o which he replied. “Oh, 1 dunno.” Crescent Road was an unmade
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track which ran at right angles 1o Perry Steeet with access from the dip of the road and 10
Moumnessing Road at the other end. Arpund this area was meadowland where lived the
Drivers - Helen, Doris and Florrie and beother Henry.

Continuing along Perry Street, we come 1o George Hare who drove the ambulance and lived
next door to Mrs Shuitleworth and Grace her daughter who ran the Queens Park Siores.
situated at the time on the south side of what is now the roundabout. They sold all types of
wares including paraffin for beating, Grace is remembered as a beautifl girl who later
married Len Welham, a family who in earlier times had lived in Railway Couages and is
thought to have run a taxi service in the earlv 1930's. There was only a fock in the road at this
time, Perry Street continuing to the right and a wrack leading 1o Queens Park to the lefi.

Just up the road from Queens Park Stores was another shep run by a Mr Spencer. He was
something of a celebrity to the locals at that time as he had pamicipated in filkns - silent
movies at that time - but was thought 1o be something of an actor and impressed the locals
with these stories. Further along, of course, was Mrs Knightbridge and only meadows and
fields until you arrived at Mr Boli's home who lived opposite what is now the school site.

Old Farm Court as it is known today now stands on the site previously occupied by the
company Wyle & Thatchers (to check Elec.Reg. for spelling) who built the chicken sheds for
the chicken farms which were springing up in the area. Many of the barns remained until Old
Farm Couont was built in recent times.

Continuing on the right hand side up Perry Street was Mrs Attridge who lived near the corner
of the wack which led 1o Lake Meadows. She is remembered in those days as one of the
women who could be seen leaning on the front gate o have a gossip with passers-by. Then
there were the Bennetts and the Christie families.

Veering off our path at this point, we arrive at Lake Meadews which at the tum of the century
had been built by Major Thomas Spitty who owned Hillhouse and the land around it. During
Laurence's childhood Lake Meadows was still privately owned, at one time by Mr Spurling
and later by Reg Connolley, of Tin Pan Alley fame, composer, amongst others songs, of that
well-known song 'Goodnight Sweetheart”. He ran the Campbell Connolly Publishing Group
and had bought both Hillhouse and Lake Meadows. The Meadows were only open to the
public on very rare occasions so youngsters used (o surreptitiously gain access in the dark and
'borrow’ @ punt to take out on the Lake which in those days were very clear but also very
deep. The Park was only opened to the public on special occasions for charity functions such
as when the Fete would be held. The Bluecoats came to play the music in the 1930° and the
day would finish with a glorious fireworks display (where 1he poplar trees now grow),

At the Perry Street end of the Lake was the swimming pool, This had been dug owt by local
voluntegrs. There were adequate changing huts and school panties came o use it too, many
children learning to swim there. At the Opening Ceremony, Temme, a well-known Channel
swimmer, may have been the celebrity who declared it open (1932/33) Search Newspaper
Report** ‘Billericay Times" printed by the Caxton Press a business situated up the Hill near
o the Railway Hotel)

Near to Queens Park Stores was a cinder track Jeading to Queens Park and Buckwyns which
offered some diversion for the local youngsters of the dav and Laurence recalls that even
Sunday moming he and some friends 100k a eouple of dogs 10 chase the rabbits. They didn't
have guns of course and wouldn't do & these days but in those days it was a normal event.
They went over 10 Buckwyns and generally caught a rabbit which would. when skinned and
cleaned. make a lovely stew.
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Plots of land were being sold in the Queens Park and Buckwyns arcas duriny the 1930'
although there were few permanent houses in the area but invariably they were surrounded by
woods and scrubby pround. {Later, of course, the land was cultivared during the war vears).
Pouliry farms were run with the bepefit of free-range egps and chickens for Christmas!
Buckwyns at that time had little shacks where some families lived and their children would
have walked to Gt Burstead School in Laindon Road in early times, later antending Buttsbury.

"Walking Stick Wood' as it was known, situated ncar 1o Buckwyns, was where Ash trees had
been plamed, the wood from which was used to make walking sticks - hence its name. In
this wood lived a fellow called ‘Dusty Flowers. He was rather a scary fellow. He never
appeared 1o wash, was always unkempt, unshaven, dirty, wore hornrimmed glasses and never
changed his clothes. It is thought be had been crossed in love and decided 1o revert 1o nature
and was rather frightening to a youngster. But Dusty was a marvel mechanic, he had been a
brilliant engineer and was able to repair many things, including bicycles and, when things
went wrong, you went o see Dusty. [t so happened when Laurence was about 12 vears old
he had bought himself a bike for 12/6d from someone in Stock Road and when it needed
attention he had trepiditiously had o wheel it up to Dusty Flowers' shack. When he arrived,
he banged on the door for some time until the door was opened ajar and a fierce voice asked
"What d'ver want?™ When Laurence told him he needed his cycle mended old Dusty gruffly
replics  "Adright, leave it 'ere” and did some excellemt welding on it charging only 3/6d for
repairing it.

Further afield

During hot sultry evenings youngsters would occasionally cycle towards Butisbury Wash
near the Church 1o have 2 swim in the River Wid or a deep pool which was sitvated there.
There was also an area used as a Polo ground during the 1930's berween Buttsbury church
and the narmrow bridge on the Ingatestone Road with which the Buckinghams, an established
family in the area, were very much involved.

Travelling back along the Ingatestone Road 1o Stock Road, was Brocks Farm which many
vears apo Laurence had painted and it may well be the only one in existence. Buttsbury
Church and Moumnessing Church also feature in the paintings he has produced.

Excitement when the Fair came 1o Sun corner {opposite the Rising Sun).

Other people recatled

Recalls a friend Johnny Ward, living in Billericay since the 20's, who became a well known
Boxer. He worked in the Co-op until he entered the Air Force an beginning of the War.

Way Staines lived in Hillhouse in the 1930'.

Tubby Taylor lived in Western Road (referred to in Billericay book)

Mrs Trout (Prout) lived in School Read - (p.55 of Billericay book)

Mr Munt lived in the gatehouse of the 1solation Hospital in Mountnessing Road and drove the
Ford Model T ambulance. Patients with such diseases as Scarlet Fever would be hospitalised
here.

Ivy Fisher now Ivy Harvey - who lives near Potash roundabout.



Buttshury from the early 1920’5
Railway Cotlages and Rose Cottage, Goosberry Green
Recollections of Grace Ball {nee Ceeves) and Doris May (nee Parker)

MAYDAY CELEBRATIONS MID 1920°S
Back fow: Grace GeewesTors ParkarMary Modd
Sliduie Bowe Taan JurivaRese AdvridgeTolly Youngian

Freal Rows Mollic Coleman/Gilte Muddiellie Cooves/T3IE Parkes/ Uadn aris

Grace and Doris knew one another as children as they lived opposite st Gooseberry Green.
Grace lived with her parents and sisters, Ellen, Elsie and Jessie, at Railway Cottages as her
father Sam worked in the shunting yard for the Railway and Doris lived with her family a
‘Rose Conage” now the site of the Post Office on Bridge Parade.

Grace's home was one of four cottages, two pairs of semi-detached. These housed families
in early times with the sumames Welham at No | Railway Couage, the Geeves a1 No 2, the
Coleman fumnily a1 No 3} (occupied by Mollie Coleman who was later 1o marry imo the
Rickens family) and the Keene family at Mo 4, Later families mcluded Lindsay, occupied in
later times by Will Auridge, an uncle of Dorls, then Crawley and Clark, Rep being the lasi
occupier, Lincle Will had been involved with the installation and repair of the railwayvs sl
later on the electrification in the 1950"s,

Railway cottages each consisted of a dining room, a fromt room, seldom used, and a scullery
which held a range, but her mother did not like to use this for cooking, and preferred an oil
stove, which was started with methylated spirits, then kerosene. A copper raised on a brick
base was used for washdays when a fire would be lit underneath 1o heat the water. Upsiairs
were three bedrooms. Grace recalls that her father buill huge rose arches 1o the front door
which later, unforunately, had to be cut down as it obscured the view of (raffic coming rownd
the corner. There were also high white gates and these had to be half cut down as well,

Railway Cotages were demolished in the 1970°s 1o make way for *The Pilgrim’ as we see it
today. In the early twentieth century sited behind the Railway cottages were two collages.
One was occupied by the Childs family and the other by Mr Bush and they had uninterrupned
views towards Littke Cowbeidge Grange.

Doris’s parents, Amy Attridge and William Parker, met whilst they were both working in
Lendon, Amy as a domestic servam and William as an engineer.  William came from north
London but when they married they both came to live in Buttshury, Amy returming to her
roots in the country, William wravelled 1o his job in Tomenham with the Amalgamated
Engineering Company building buses eic retuming to Butisbury at weekends.

Amy Adtridge was the youngest daughter of Sarah Speller and John Auridge. Saruh was the

daughter of Henry Speller, a Thaicher, of Bunsbury and Anne nee Glasscock of Crem

Burstead. There were tao very distingt unrelated femilics oamed  Atridee fvieg in the
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Duttsbury/Billericay area during the second half of the 19¥ century, John Autridge descending
from the family who oniginated in Blackmore,

When Doris was born, the house was in the ownership of Miss lles, and although tragically
Doris's father, William Parker, died at only 29 years of age. when Doris was only seven years
old, her mother remained in Rose Cottage until the 1950°s when it was sold to a developer.

The Bridge Parade Post Office is now on the site of Rose Cotiage. Doris recalls that the
house was divided into two homes. The Parkers lived in one half and the Keeling family in
the other. One door opened onte Mountnessing Road and the other onto Perry Street. It was
an extremely picluresque house, surrounded by trees and flowers and was extremely old with
cellars and exposed beams, The walls are believed 1o originally have been built of wattle and
daub, [t had two staircases, the original in the Keeling home and a new winding spiral one in
the Parkers home. The Parkers home had a living room/kitchen with a range which had w be
black-leaded, and a sitting room used for special occasions. The copper, used for the
washing, was situated in a shed lit as usual by a fire. They well remember using the tin bath
in front of the fire, very cosy and warm. There were also exceptional toilet facilities, two
toilets in fact, the karger one being for adults and the smaller one for youngsters! -ln those
days, cesspits were in the grounds of most homes. They were built of concrete in many cases
and a pumping mechanism was used o empty them.

They recall there were chestnut trees in the rear garden at that time with open views towards
Queens Park and Buckwyns as well as Mountnessing. Behind Rose Cottage was a meadow
leading 1o the Brook, which ran across Perry Street at its lowest ebb.  Mr Perrin lived near
there in a shanty type hut. Mrs Driver and her family later came to live there and she
eventually married Mr Perrin and they had a son. Opposite, situated on the right hand side of
Perry Street was the cottage ‘Oidunno’ where the Corbetts, Hilda Welham and the Spauls
lived.

Adjacent 10 Rose Cottage were six shiplapped bungalows, two seis of two and two single
bungalows, which ran along the Mountnessing Road between the cottage and the Isolation
Hospital. Doris's grandparents, John and Sarah Attridge occupied one of the bungalows and
her unmarried Uncle Jim lived with them. The Isolation Hospital faced the chestnut tree
plantation, which ran along the south side of the road. These trees were used for fencing
when the many poultry farms started to sprout up.

Recaling the Isolation Hospital, firmly in the Buttsbury parish, a fence encompassed the
whole area in which were at least two buildings, one ward it is believed being for diphtheria
and one for scarlet fever. The Matron's quarters were apposite the Gatehouse occupied at
one time by the Munts. The parish boundaries were very rigid in those days and you were
fortunate 1o be admitted to the hospital should wou live within the appropriate parish
baundaries, otherwise you were admitted to the Isolation Hospital in Gt Baddow, which was
very inconvenient to travel to. The boundaries also applied 1o baptisms and marriages and
many of these took place at St Giles, Mountnessing as the Buttsbury and Mountmessing
boundary ran down the centre of the Mountessing Road.

The roads around Gooseberry Green were of a slightly different shape in earlier times with a
shight indentation where Perry Street starts. opposite Ricketis Meadow (later known asg
Bakers Field), now replaced by Ricketts Drive and part of the Radford Industrial Estate, Of
course, there was no roundabout then, only a small, staggered, crossroads. Rickeus Meadow
15 best remembered for the May Day Celebrations that were held there in the 1920°s, later
being held in the Archer Hall in Billericay. Cricket and rounders were often played in
Rickets Meadow and Grace and Daoris recall taking picnics both to there and Butisbury Wash
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where they would enjoy paddling and building a dam in the river. They weubd pick cowslips,
known as "Peggles’ and Orchids - great big bunches — the country name being "Cuckoos’,
They also recall Dusty Flowers who lived at Buckwyns and bow fearsome he appeared @md
had also heard the story that be was "crossed in love” and had become a recluse, Thev also
reminisced abour ‘Walking Stick Wood® situated near the River and Buckwyns Chase. but
whether it was ultimately harvested 10 make walking sticks they do not know.

Of the Geoseberry Green area, both Doris and Grace have happy memories. Grace recalls on
one occasion when although it was a Toggy evening and pitch dark, her father insisting on
taking the girls on a short-cut through the meadow. No lighting around then — and you may
fall over a cow or two but little else! She recalls her Dad confidently saying “Follow me,
follow me™ and then nearly falling in the pond, much to the girls' delight! Doris and Grace
also recall going off to the woods 1o pick wild flowers such as primroses and bluebells that
were prolific at that time, and not an endangered species as they are now! Trips 1o Bluebell
Wood where they picked wild raspberries and strawberries, and boys finding adders and
hanging them on wires,

OF the people living in the area one or two stand out. One was Lizzie Drummond recalled as
flying across the fields on her horse, full of energy and enthusiasm. Deoris saw Lizzie just
pricr to her passing away when she looked the same to Doris as she had when she was voung!
There was also Queenie, whose trees had apples as big as melons. They were extremely good
cookers. A name she recalls is a *‘Bullace’, a small, plum like fruit, with a2 stone.  She also had
two Jovely pear trees — *Williams' and *Cast Iron'. A pond some way from the house was
used 1o throw away used water,

Doris and Grace with her three sisters, Ellen, known as Nellie, Elsie, and Jessie the youngest
(who has recently died) enjoyed swimming. Elsie was a great swimmer and was involved in
county sports. They had all been involved with the digging of the swimming pool in Lake
Meadows and well remember the famous swimmer *Temme' who, it is believed. opened the
pool in 1929, The Billericay Swimming and Social Club was founded in 1931 and &
Certificate was presented 1o Mr W J Parker as a Life Member in 1932, An illustration of the
Swimming Badge is given. Another ¢vent that they all enjoyed was the Billericay Carnival.
Elsie was the Carnival Queen in 1936 it is believed for which Wally Ball served as Chairman
for a period of three years.

DIGGING THE SWIMMING POOL c1929  SWIMWEAR THROUGH THE AGES
Lol Residents - digging the pood l-r:Maud Ford Elsie & Jessle Geoves
Doris Parker Freda Minnding CGrace (oo
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The Geeves sisters and Doris all autended Great Burstead Juniors, as Buttsbury School was
not buill watil 1930, Grace went on to the seniors but Doris atended the High School m
Breptwood., On leaving school, Grace travelled to London where she wok up a millinery
apprenticeship. This stood her in good stead, as she became adept with her needle, and on the
marriage of her daughter Par, Grace made the dresses for the Bride and brides-maids,

During the 1930's Doris married and just prior to the 2™ World War lived with her husband
in Hongkong  until the Japanese War began when she was evacuated with her young son 10
Australia until it was safe 1o retumn, She returned to England afier the War with her youny
Family.

In 1938 Grace married Walter Ball, who had a business ‘Ball Plastics” in South Green where
they nitially lived, Wally was one of six children whose father and grandfather had an
Engraving business in London. With his father and one of his brother’s, Wally came 1o this
area and started the business in Kennel Lane producing, amongst other things, plastic
mouldings for black telephones, epg-cups, beakers and Ford steering wheels. When Grace
and Wally's family started to come along, they decided to come to the Perry Street arca and
bought 15 acres of land together with a little bungalow called “Little Clearings, set in the
midst of Mill Hill Wood, for the princely sum of £1,500, The land extended some way down
Perry Street as well as into Mill Hill Wood. MNearby lived the Turmeau family in a cottage
called “Bushwood® which encompassed an area now occupied by Rosebay Avenve. There
were then a number of homes scattered along the original Queens Park Avenue.

Alfter the end of the War it was decided that a new house would be built fronting Perry Street,
This was accomplished and Mill Hill House emerged together with a swimming pool in the
grounds. Sam and Maggie Geeves lived for a short while at *Little Clearings’.

Wally and Grace Ball held many fund raising events in the grounds of Mill Hill House and
special memories recall those fetes ewc held for the fund raising for the building of the new
Christ Church as well as other events. Mill Hill House has seen further changes during the
imeérvening years. Some years ago it was purchased by the Shaftesbury Sociery, extended in
many ways 1o give a home to adults with leaming difficulties and is now known ag *Anvil
House®. Fetes and fund-raising events are still held in the grounds for the residents of Anvil
House,

Having lived out of the area for some years, Grace has recently retumed to live in Billericay

not oo far from her childbood friend Doris, and they are able to meet repularly to discuss
vimes old and new,
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Buttshury from the late 1930°s
Horace Road and Christ Charche
Recollections of Bob Jackson
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CHRIST
S5t Mary's Buttsbury Re-Dedication Service 1949

By the time Bob, aged four, moved with his parents from Romford in the lae 1930', 10 lve
in Horace Road, the district boundary had changed and the road was in the Billericay UD,
although the Parish of Butisbury still extended towards Norsey Road; Christ Church Mission
was not transferred to Billericay from the parizh of Buttsbury until the 1950,

Bob is the eldest of five children, the latter members of the family having been born in
Billericay in the 1940's. He remembers vividly the house in Horace Road, which runs
between the Stock Road and Morsey Road. There were few houses in the area a1 that tume,
and most of the side roads were muddy and overgrown having unmade pathways. Horace
Road, however, revelled in a well-worn wack as a result of more houses than most being
situated in this road, visited frequently by the milkman, coalman and baker each with their
horse and cart 1o make their deliveries. Bob's father was a Butcher and worked for M B
Clarke for about 6 months before being called up in September 1939, Prior 1o that he was a
butcher in Romiford.

The Bus routes at the time were covered by Eastern National, one being Tilbury 10 Clacton
via all the villages and towns en route, and which used 1o run twice per hour. City buses ran
from Southend via Billericay 10 Romford and Wood Green but the most popular way of
travelling was by "Shanks pony’ (on foot) or, if you were lucky, you had a cycle.

Litle traffic passed along the Swock Road, a very occasional car perhaps, so the roads were
safer for youngsters to cross on their own during that period and Bob and his brother Derek
would set our for school taking the track down Hilthouse Drive, two little Bovs who had ser
out in a very clean state but rarely arriving at school so pristing, as they would indulge inoa
pastime carried out by other children ten years previously, by running along the dry, dusty
ditches which were as deep as they were tall, until they reached school covered in dust,

An amusing instance was when, to improve the condition of the surface of the paths in Hill
House Dirive, cinders were put down and some silver birch branches cut up and planted but.
unfortunately, these started w sprowt shoots and had 1o be pulled up again. 1t was not until the
1960's thar Hill House became a made-up road.

Bob recalls that passing along Hill House Dirive in the dark was rather a scarny event, as there
was @ huge hollowed out ash tree near to the entrance 1o the Park, which appeared rather
sinister, and imaginations ran riol that someone would leap out of the tree (o frighten them, so
children always ook a wide berth at this point.
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An instance which happened during the War was when, going 10 school one morning, they
spied some soldiers who were out on manouvres creeping along the other side of the hedge
adjacent 1o the Park. They were wearing their camouflage uniforms and helimets and carrving
their guns and rifles and rather surprised the lads.

Near 1o Newlands Close, where Bob has lived for the past forty vears, was a poultry farm and
fields visible between Perry Street and Stock Road with only one house and three lintle
wooden bungalows in the distance and nearby the site of 'Oaklands’.

There were three stagnant ponds where Bush Hall Road now stands, and situated about two
thirds of the way down at that time was the sports ground owned by the St Johns School.
Bob recalls a doodle-bug came over Horace Road during the war and landed in the area of the
St Johns cricket field where it blew up. The footpath from the Stock Road to Perry Street ran
directly between them at that time.

Bob was a pupil at Buttsbury School from about 1941 to 1946 and on joining he felt he was
already acquainted with many of the children, as there were 50 few houses and people in the
area at that time and vou would know almost everyone, so be immediately felt quite at home.
Some of the children he recalls are Avril Hardy, Len Atkinson, Victor Broomfield, Donald
Hill and Barbara Oliphant.

Miss Corcoran was the Headmistress, her assistants being Mrs D'eath and Mrs Watson (who
was in fact still teaching there in 1969 when Bob's eldest son became a pupil at the school).
Each teacher tanght two age groups per class. When Miss Corcoran first came to the school
she did all her own secretarial work and taught as well but, a few years later, she was not only
the Headmistress but bad a personal secretary and did no teaching. The site of the Infamt
School and playing field was only a wooded area at that time.

Bob then attended Billericay Senior School (in School Road) for two vears before going 1o
Chelmsford Tech for three years which he left at the age of 16, There was virtually no work
at all in Billericay and most school [eavers went on to either work in Chelmsford for
Hoffmanns, Marconi's or Cromptons, or to work in London. When Bob started work at
Hoffmanns in 1951, two other Billericay (and Chelmsford Tech) boys, Dennis Jenking and
Peter Cook, started at the same time.

Being boys, football was most impornant and Bob played for a team in Kelvedon for a couple
of vears {as a pal at work invited him over) and after that when he was about 20 years, they
formed a new team called Norsey Rangers’ along with founder members David Cripps.
David Leas and Derek Jackson, Bob's brother, Eventually the team was re-named "Billericay
Rangers' and after a successful few years amalgamared with Billericay Town'.

Another leisure pursuit was The 'Ritz’ Cinema which played a big part in the area atracting
many of the local teenagers who attended during the weekends, Bob going along with his
brother Derek and two friends, Eric Payne and Leslie Kidgell.

Christ Church Mission

The Church Mission had beer dedicated some six vears previously when the family moved 1o
Billericay and was very functional for the many services and activities held under its roof.
Bob not only antended the Sunday School from an early age but, in later vears he and Avril
Hardy ran the Junior and Kinderganen classes, 1aking over from Miss Frost who tragically
contracted MS. The Teachers classes were subsequently held at her home but, when she
became worse, they reverted to the Mission Hut with Bob and Avril. Duering the 1950% the
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population grew tremendously so they also ran the Youth Club providing an important group
in which the local teenagers could participate.

There was also a choir of about 14 boys run by Miss Sylvia Knight, an Auxiliary Nurse at St
Andrews, living nearby in Woodside Road with her family, and the boys were active
members of this group for about ten years. Miss Knight was strict but a good teacher and Bob
thoroughly enjoved leaming the traditional hymns, psalms and chants to the 1662 Service. A
photo of the choir can be seen at the Re-Dedication of St Mary's Buitsbury afier the War,
showing the boys with the Rev Foulerton, Mr Moan the Lay Reader, the Bishop of Bradwell,
and others.

Confirmation classes were also held by Rev Powley at the Mission but as Bob's parents had
been Baptists in earlier times, christenings had not taken place so, prior to being confirmed at
Chelmsford Cathedral, they were christened at St Mary's Buttsbury in the presence of their
maother, Sylvia Knight and the Vicar the Rev Powley.

During this period Christ Church Mission also ran the 15t Buttsbury Cubs and Scouts Groups,
the Scout Leader being Leslic Edwards (Manager of the Ritz, the local picture bouwss) who
ran the groups with Gladys Home and Bob was a keen member of both groups later
becoming Assistant Leader, eventually amalgamating with a group in the town. Other groups
were formed in later years as the population grew and a Scout Hut was evenually erected in
1971 at the rear of the Church. Scouting was Bob's biggest love and he spent 16 very happy
years with the 4th Billericay Scout group, memories of which will be refated separately.

Together with Don Hunt, Bob became a Sub Church Warden in 1961, which office he held
for over ten years. A year previously he had proposed the setting up of a Development
Cominittee to raise Funds for a permanent Church, due to the population and housing growth
in the area, which had increased dramatically. Rev David Greaves gave great encouragement
and help towards this project. Bob's wife, Joyce, whom he married in 1959 at Little
Burstead, was also involved and instrumental in running many ventures and productions 1o
this end.

In 1963 The First Christ Church Council was set up (See the Development of Christ Church)
with ten members of the congregation and the elected Officers. The Development Fund grew
over the pext few years until, on the 12th December 1965, the new Christ Church was
consecrated by the Bishop of Chelmsford.

In about 1972 Ted Bunt and Geoff Stenton took over the Offices of Church Wardens and Bob
enjoyed a less hectic life in the church to devote more time to hiz own and his family’s leisure
pursuits. He is Trustee and Life Member of the Billericay Cricket Club and plaved for them
for many years.

From school leaving age at 16, Bob travelled out of the area and worked for 38 vears at
Hoffmans, the Ballbearing Manufacturers in Chelmsford, initially travelling by bus, bicycle
and later using the cars of various friends. When the company fell on lean times it was
amaigamated and became known as Ransome, Hoffman and Pollards, but after some years
was closed down making everyone redundant, which affected a great number of people in the
area. A year later Bob procured a job with the Post Office as a postman and could ofien be
seen cycling arourwd the area giving a cheery wave as he passed. He retired in 1998, having
worked for them for eight years. and he and Joyce are now enjoying retirement.
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Buttshury from the early 1920s
Stock Road/Butisbury School/Christ Church Mission
Recofleetions of Mollie King

STOCK ROAD, BILLERICAY Post 2* W
Courtesy of Roger Geeen

Maoving from Seven Kings to the Stock Road area of Billericay with her parenis in the carly
1920's, Mollie lived in one of the original bungalows situated between Hillhouse Drive and
Mewlands Road, buill by Mr Jarvis. Some of these bungalows exist today, one or two fairly
unaltered, others extended and some replaced by modern executive homes,

Buttsbury — 1925-1929 - From the High Street along the Stock Road
Pre-Schooldays
Mollie now relates the following in her own words.

“While my parents were looking for a house in Billericay, they stayed brielly with Mr and
Mrs Long. Mr Long was a farm worker and they lived in a cottage next to Buttsbury Church.
it i= suill there, but larger now. [Some years later, the Longs moved to Basildon]. Butisbury
was the name of a Parish — no village, let alone a town. Mrs Long was a source of wonder to
me, a5 she knitted socks an four needles with her one useable hard. At that time, | was teving
ta knit with two hands and two needles!

The move to Billericay from Seven Kings took place in 1925, when | was two. Our house in
Stock Road was built by Mr Jarvis, as referred 1o above, father of Nursery-Man Mr Jarvis. |
watched Charlie and Harry the bricklayers working on the house next door, till presently 2
Family with a litle boy moved in and other families came along.

We walked everywhere, or [ rode in a push-chair. One of my favourite walks was 1o the
bowom of Steck Hill, where the brook ran over the road, as it still does at Buttsbury Wash,
This one was Stock Wash. Sometimes we would meet Mrs Perrin, who lived in a white
wooden bungalow near Buttsbury Lodge Farm, where Mr Perrin worked. He carried their
household water-supply from the farm in two buckets, using a wooden voke across his
shoukfers,

My mother shopped a1t Moor’s, near the present Police Station. Qur first car czame from there
1o, He travelled home in a hessian sack on my lap, On another day, the sack on my lap
contained wet green walnuts, given o my motber by the woman who lived at the Toll-House,
I remember this as a single-storey white cottage, about opposite Hill House, near St Joha's
Road. Its narrow garden, with big walnut tree, ran parallel wo the road, and ended roughly
near the entrance 10 the Health Centre. There was a black wooden couage there, o0,



Once we ook my broken china doll to the Doll's Hospital, This was a tiny sweeishop, kep
by Mr Plumumer, in Laindon Road opposite Quilter's Restaurant, which was then & school.

Mizz Wade sold sweets, and tiny dolls with china heads, arms and legs. and sofi cloth bodies,
Her shop is now Raven's Bakery, My bob-and-fringe haircut was done by Miss Train (later
Mrs Parkinson). Her salon was upstairs in another quaint building — now Hamiltons Carpers.
A curtzined cubicle for each customer.

The walk homewards wp Station Hill would be halted to watch the sand-martins diving and
swooping in and out of their nest-holes. The land from Cromwell Avenue o the Station yard
belonged o0 Mr Harris, the builder, and he quarried sand from the hill for his brick-kiln. 11
looked like a golden cliff, topped by a thin layer of green, and all pirted with these nest-holes.

Mext, we passed “The Union™ as we called it. We often met two men from there, who pushed
a hand-barrow and selling bundles of firewood. They wore thick grey jackets with huge
bulging pockets. Sometimes, tramps would be sitting ouwiside the Union gate. No
infrequently, tramps who had spent the night at the Union, and were making their way 10
Chelmsford Workhouse, would knock at our door, requesting “a drop of boiling water”™ 1o put
on the spoonful of tea in their can, which they had got from another house, or it might be the
tea from us and the water from another house. Never both. Once, a “Lady-of-the-Road™ was
sitting on our step eating a piece of bread and butter, accompanied by me, likewise occupied.
Presently, she leaned over and picked a few Nasturtium leaves growing nearhy, to pat on her
slice. | tried it oo, How hot and spicy they were! Well, | like them better now, and use them
in salads, and remember the tramp-wornan.

Sometimes, other men knocked at the door, usually selling haberdashery. My mother always
bought from them, and sometimes tatked to them over a cup of tea, and was sad abowt them
after they had gone. They were ex-service men, and unemployed. Years later, during the
next war, when things like ribbon, tape, elastic, and sewing-needles were hard to come by,
my mother's large stock of these items, bought at the door, were very useful.

Mext, on the homeward journey, came Caxton Stores and Printers. Mrs Kettles kept the shop,
and | suppose the men did the printing. One of the Mr Kettles was a very versatile man, and
did all kinds of things, including sweeping chimneys and playing tunes on a saw. Ouwr
Chimney-sweep was Mr Whitlaker, who lived in Perry Street. | enjoyed his visits, and had 1o
ler him know when his brush appeared out of the top of the chimney. The Qil-Man with his
pony called weekly to supply the Paraffin for our cooking and lighting. One winter our lead
water-pipes froze and burst, and the “Valor Perfection™ oil cooker was brought into the living
room to dry out the ceiling. Then we had 1o go for water to a neighbour who had a well.
That well water tasted so good. 1 wished we had a well.

Al that time, we came under the care of Chelmsford Rural District Council, and Mr Conee,
om hig bicycle, came at imervals to collect the Rates, and have a chat. He was the Baker in
Swock and his sons delivered the bread.

Another childhood friend was Mr Davies, the Roadman. He had a hand-barrow, and swept
the road and looked after the verges from Stock Hill to the Railway. He had been a Regular
Guardsman, and still had his military bearing. He was always good for a chat.

There were not many cars, and no buses at the time ['m recalling, but during the Ceneral
Strike in 1926, my Dad, along with other commuters, went to London in Mr Speeds Removal
Van. 1 also remember a lorry passing daily full of building workers — all singing. Deliveries
were done by boys on Trade-Bikes, and they were always whistling.
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Norsev Wood was privately owned, and well fenced against imruders. Howewver, we could
enjoy the sight and scent of the blucbells, either from the Norsey Meadows boundary. or from
Morsey Road, as there were fewer houses on that boundary then,

On our Norsey Road walks, my mother was much imerested by one house. The name an the
gate said “CONISTOMN", which was the name of the village where she had been brought up.
One day, an occupant happened to be in the from garden. Waiching the two ladies talking
together, it struck e that they both had thick wavy avburn hair, wom in a “bun”. s0 |
concluded that there must be a connection! Mo such thing. The house had been named
before the current family lived in it. However, an acquaintance had been made and, in due
course, we learned the ladv's name was Miss Meedham. At that time, she must have been
about eighreen, and Mother nearing forty, but 10 me they were two grown-ups with idemical
hair!

[t was a more formal time — first names among acquaintances were rare — and | can only
recall one friend of my parent’s who was “Auntie",

Gardens were large, and provided all the play spece we needed. The neighbour who had
helped us with her well-water had a very larpe garden. The house was in Hill House Drive,
and the little spinney at the far end was where Fern Close is now, so that garden crossed the
ends of all but one of all the gardens in Stock Road from Hill House Drive to Newlands., The
dividing ditch was dry in summer and was the unofficial and secret rowte, or den or Wendy-
House.

These were some memories of my pre-school days.”

Schooldays

Schooldays began at the local Dame School in Hillhouse Drive for a year until the opening of
the new Buttsbury School in 1930. The Dame School was run by a Miss Cunningham who,
as she was looking after her nephew Bobby whose parents were overseas, educated him and 8
or 9 other children, some of the children going on to attend St John's school, which had
opened about that time, and some to Buttsbury County Junior Schaol az it was known in
those days. until at the age of 11 years the pupils transferred either 10 Chelmsford Schools or
ta the Gt Burstead School in the Laindon Road.

Miss Aylont was the frst Headmistress at Buusbury School and in each of the three
classrooms were the Infants, Juniors and Seniors. Miss Claire Evans took over the position
of Headmisiress at the end of March 1930 and remained there for several years. Recemtly it
was discovered that she is living in a Nursing Home in the Chelmsford area and is not far off
her centenary.  Miss Corcoran followed. She had previously been a teacher at both the Stock
Roman Catholic School and the Gt Burstead School where she taught music and needbework
and is believed 10 have started at Buttsbury about 1939 where she stayed for some vears.

Mrs Jones, who hailed from Wales, was also an Infant’s teacher at Butisbury from 1930. She
had a daughter Edwina who also attended the school. It is recalled that a small boy died
during this period and Mrs Jones showed the wreath to the class as each had given a donation.
"Toy day' was held on a Friday when the children were allowed to bring a wov 1o school 1o
play with in the afiernoon. Miss Rendall tasght the Junior section in the middle classroom.

There were separate emrances for bavs and girls at that time with a veranda aitached to each
end of the school building and the boys used the Billericay side and the girls the Chelmsford
side. The cloakroom was at the from of the school, Within each of the three classrooms there
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were the old type desks in pairs on an iron frame with a seat attached 1o each desk which
coubd be tipped up when you stood up. The desks had inkwells which had to be tharoughly
polished by the pupils, which was an enjovable rask, and anything else which came in sight
and needed a polish as well!

For heating, there was a tortoise stove in cach classroom. The design of these was a fairly tall
metal stove with a lid which had to be lifted with a hooked poker at the top into which the
coal was shovelled and a tray at the bottom into which the ashes fell and, when eaol, could be
removed, Milk waz warmed up on this and Horlicks added to it for a hot drink - some
children always tried to avoid having the ones with the 'skin on top’. Later of course all the
children were given cod liver oil and malt.

The playground was quite small then. Most of the area was long grass which was cut
occasionally - the nature garden is situated in that area these days. The toilets were in 2
separate building across the playground which you had to cross in all weathers and are
recalled as ‘appalling’ - they were earth closets and could not be flushed - about 6 in the girls
side, the teachers having one to themselves which was always kept locked. The cesspool was
no doubt situated nearby and no doubt added 1o the ‘ambience’.

Many of the children at that time enjoved going to school "By ditch’. Some of the ditches
were dry at centain times of the year and they had much delight in tramping along these
around the area arriving at school in a rather dusty state, There was a picturesque pond at
that time on farmland (now the junction of Stock Road with Newlands Road, on the
Cheimsford side, thea known as Farm Chase). It is remembered as a lovely spot where they
had great times playing - there were fallen willow trees and they had exciting adventures
imagining them as ships and anything else you could think of.

During this period, huge water pipes had been laid along the side of the roads ready 1o be
immersed, to carry water from Langford it is believed, to the new Dagenham estates and the
route of these covered the area from the Bridleway, up Longtail, Orchard Avenu¢ and Perry
Street and then on to the London Road. Perry Street was a lot narrower in those days with a
ditch on each side of the road and the water pipes were huge - taller than a child and their
greatest pleasure was to either run through the pipes or along the tops from home te school.

The Church

Until his death in 1940 The Revd Pemberton was Chairman of the School Managers at
Buutsbury School, teaching R E to the school children. Prior to the building of the Mission a
few vears after the school opened, Church Services and Sunday School were held in the
classrooms. As Vicar of Ingatestone with Buttsbury, the Perry Street arca came under his
charge, and he was instrumental in negotiating for the Mission Hall to be buili, known as The
Chapel of Ease, as 5t Mary the Virgin was situated some three miles away making it difficukh
for parishioners to attend, especially during the winter. The district boundary changed in the
mid 1930's when Perry Street was absorbed into the Billericay area, but The Mission was not
officially handed over until the mid 1950's when it was joined to 5t Mary's, Billericay.

The Pevd Pemberton was a very generous gentleman and the Sunday school outings were
always to his residence in the Fryeming Road at Ingatestone, Mr Patten's blue bus being hired
for the occasion to take the children and some of the parems, Tea was given around a big
table and then the games were held in the garden near to the stableyard. Revd Pemberion
always produced penmies for the winners of the games which were such things as the three-
legoed race, runnmg, sack races and Aunt Sally - which in those days was a board on which
was painted the figure of a woman with a bonnet and long skirt holding a clay pipe in her
maouth - and you won a penny if vou knocked the clay pipe out of her mouth!
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he Mission, known as The Chapel of Ease, is well remembered as it served the community
teer about 50 vears. Built in 1933, it was of wooden construction. set in a large feld facing
Perry Street, with a front porch, plain wood floor and casement windows on either side. It had
a main hall with the altar at one end with a kitchen and vestry on cither side. Used as a
Chapel for Services and Sunday School, it was mulli-functional until the early 1960's, when
the new Christ Church building was completed, and used for many functions including
loddiers, Playgroup, Brownies, Guides {Scouts being held later in their own hut at the rear of
the Chapel) and harvest suppers, Youth groups and other social events. When the new hall
was built in the early 1980's the Chapel was demolished.

The new Christ Church was consecrated on the 12th December 1965 and a new Organ was

purchased from the Mission Church of St John, Mountnessing and dedicated at Christ Church
on 2%th MNovermber 1970,

The People

Well-known in the area at the time were two members of Christ Church, namely Miss
Elizabeth Mott and Miss Elvira Jackson living not far from the church in Central Avenue.
First names, of course, were never used but they are fondly remembered as great friends who
helped out when parents went out for an ¢vening, looking after the off-spring for the night.
They bad been cook and housekeeper in earlier times to a local gentleman and were still
living in Central Avenue around 1960,

Also recalled are two sisters called Bright who lived at ‘Four Winds' 2 house situated on the
Stock Road, near Buttsbury Lodge, where they lived for some vears,



Butisbury from the carly 1930's
Tylers Avenue and surrounds
Recollections of Marjorie and Peter Neale

TYLERS AVENUE

COMPLETION OF ‘RICKY®

THE BUILDING OF ‘RICKY” 1930'S

In the 1930°s families from London bought Plot Lands in this area and buill weekend
bungakyws. They built on land without gas, water or electricity, s0 wells were dug and
paraffin was wsed for cooking and lighting. Marjorie’s father, George, although disabled
from the 1% World War, and his brother, Len, began by digging a 12 ft well before they
started to build the bungalow. This they did by hand. Sand and cemem was purchased in
Billericay and brought home on the handlebars of a bicycle, Transport in the area was scanty
and local residents either walked or eyeled in those days. At this time there were only tracks,
no made-up roads or paths, and streams running across the land. As the roads were mostly
unmade in the area until the 1960°s there were many ruts in the roads and they laughingly
recall that some of the scones that Uncle Len baked, wmed out 5o hard that they were used to
fill in the ruts in the road!

Marjorie’s family apd friends had great fun building the bungalow all helping 1w prepare the
overgrown land. Photographs depict them cutting down the scrub and building the bungalow,
The footings were built with bricks, which were purchased locally, and the walls mainky
constructed of timbers, 1t had four rooms with a chimney to the main room and a deck tha
faced Tylers Avenue,

The land they occupied was pant of what was then known as Newhouse Farm Estaie. The area
originally known as Dirty Hall Farm. As far back as the |8 century it was called “Ausiens’,
Marjorie and Peter live in Tylers Avenue, named after the last occupier of the Farm. Jasper
Layland, a local Surveyor and Auctioneer, who occupied premises in the High Street, had
initially purchased the Mewhouse Farm Estate during the 1920°s and sold off the plots w
interested parties who wished to build weekend bungalows.

With so little building in the area in earlier times, Marjorie and Peter had uninterrupted views
for miles around especially towards Ramsden Heath. The land owned by Marjorie’s parents
bordered on a hedge abutting a Chicken cum Goats and Donkey Farm, on land now occupied
by Graham Close, Marjorie and Peter ultimately later bought adjacent land to their parenis
where they built their home “Spindleberry”. The garden was vast with vegetable plots, fruit
trees and numerous flowers, admired by all who saw it. It is recalled that when they were
making plans w build their own home, the criteria at that rime was such thar homes could not
be built without water, but wells could not be dug until plans were pazsed, and they had o
institute the help of Sir Bernard Braine (MP al the time} whe was instrumental in giving
sanction for the house to be buil.
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I1 was not until the 1970% thay Marjorie’s parents finally moved from their home in Chadwell
Heath 1o live permanently in their bungalow, next door to their daughier and son in law, From
some time afier the 2™ World War, Uncle Len had lived there, He had been a wheehwrigh
and worked at the Stratford Railway Works as had Peter for many years. where they had bath
trained many of the apprentices. Marjorie’s father’s main hobby was making model engines
et¢ which are a sight 10 behold and which are still in working order today.

In the 1950's Billericay suffered with severe flooding, as badly as had Canvey Island in 19335,
Peter recalls that the water rose 1o about 5 fi in the Orchard Avenue area ar that time and he
had 1o ‘transport’ their parents through the water when they came to visit. The area had
always suffered in this way, and the drainage was only improved in the Billericay area when
Basildon New Town was built, this being the criteria for the building of the new town 1o 1ake
place.

Peter and Marjorie have always enjoved their garden and these days still do as much as they
can. They attended Writtle College in the early days and worked 1owards exams where they
had to identify many different types of plants and it is still their main hobby, They alwiys
remember the milkman who travelled around the area with his horse and cart. The local
residents would come oul to collect the *horse droppings’, which as many know, are very
pood manure for the tomato plants,

TYLERS AVENUE —~ CLEARING THE SITE & HAVING FUN

1954 - ‘SPINDLEBERRY' COMPLETED

*SPINDLEBERRY" - *RICKY" - ‘WINDSMOOR®



