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RILLERICAY'S CARNINVAL —
THE BEST EVER

Billericay's third post-war Carnival on Saturday was the best
ever — that is the verdict of Carnival officials and of members of
the: crowd who watched the proce551on. The procession was the longest
ever and the standard of entries was up, there were more sideshows at
the Carnival Fete (over thirty) than before, and the crowds watching
the procession broke all records. It is estimated that the Carnival
proce581on was well over half a mile long.

L The Carnival fun started on Friday evening when the Carnival
Jueen (48-year o0ld Anne Schofield) and her two attendants liss
Patricia Brown (age 20) and Miss hilary Ambrose (age 17) visited the
commercial funfair at Sun Corner to receive a donation towards the
Carnival funds from the Proprietor. On the same evening the shop
window dressing competition was judged, and this was won by Snelley
‘in the High Street who were presented with a plague.

. On Carnival Day entrants and officials anxiously watched the
weather, but apart from a short shower in the evening, the rain held
off, and there were long bright intervals. By 2 p.m. all the entries
were lined up on the Town Farm Estate - many followed the theme of
"Rural England" - and judging took place.

At 3 p.m. the procession moved off headed by the Southend

Scottish Pipe Band. Behind the Pipe Band came the fancy dress entries,

the tableaux on foot, decorated cycles, vintage cars, equestarian in
costume, decorated vehicles, Harwich Marine Shop Band, Carnival
Queen float, and the floats in that area. The rear was brought up
by a convoy of Civial Defence vehicles (Civil Defence controlled the
procession in ¢onjunction with the Police) and the Collectors' Van.

The procession moved through the Town Farm &state, which was
crowded with people. A particularly large crowd gathered at the
junetion of Western Road and Everest Rise. Up Western Road the
procession moved, far more crowded than in previous years. Then 1t
moved into the High Street, where the crowds were several deep, and
50 to Sun Corner where the procession dispersed at L p.m.

Many of the crowd went to the Carnival Fete on the Archer Hall
Field, which had been open since 2 p.m, The official opening was :
‘verformed at L p.m. by Cllr.,A,P,Phelps, Chairman of Basildon
Council, who urged people to give generously. ""he procession is
worth two bob of anybody's money alone", he said. after the opening
he toured the sideshows with bMrs.Phelps and the Carnival Yueen and
her attendants.

Especially popular were .a -chair 1ift run by Blllerlcay ClVll
Defence, and a hot dog stall run by Lth Blllerlcay Scout Group.
Refreshments were run by Billericay 0ld People's Welfare Committee.

Continued on Page 2. Page 1.



BILLERICAY CARNIVAL.
From Page 1 .:

At L4.15 pom. the Mala School of
Dancing gave a display of dancing
at the Fete;_this was followed at
L.45 p.m. by a display by the
Southend Scottish Pipe Band; at
5.15 p.m. by Swedish Dancing by
Billericay Secondary bdModern School;
and at 5,45 p.m. a model aircraft
display by Keilkraft of Wickford.

A®ter 6 p.m. the crowds began
to drift away from the Fete Ground.
But th=sre was still plenty of fun
to be had., At the commercial
funfair next to the Fete Ground
there were dodgems, shooting
galleries, and all the fun of the
. fair

And at 7.3%0 p.m, there was a
Grand Carnival Dance in the Archer
Hall, presided over by the Carnival
Jueen and her attendants. The
Carnival Queen presented the cup .
for the best local entry in the
Carnival to Toolchrome Ltd., and
the Billericay Charity Football
Cup to Battlesbridge F.C.::

A well attended firework
display at dusk provided a fitting
grand finale to Billericay's most
successful Carnival! -

Proceeas gotto the Blllerlcay
Recreation Rooms in the High

v e

CARNIVAL RESULTS.
From Column 1.
Class 4 (Decorated Cycles):-

1. Marilyn Day and Andrew Osborne
(tie).
3, Martin Millard.

Class 5 (Equestrian Costume):-—
1. S.Richardson (Derby Result).
2, C.Hallows (Irish Sweep).

3, J.Norman (cowboy).

Class 7 (Vintage Cars):-
1. Malcolm Smith.
2, Terry Stubbs.

Class 8 (Decorated Trade Vehicles)
1. borth Thames Gas Doard,

2. Luxol Painys.

3, Beauty Box.

Class 9 (Decorated non-trade

vehicles ):— -

1. Basildon Carnival Association,

2. Mrs,Patrica Gamer.

3, Truimph Owners Motor Cycle
Club.

Class 11 (Floats).

1. Toolchrome Limited (a glade
in Sherwood Forest).
W,.W,Ball & Sons Ltd.
England).

2 (Rural

The amount raised is not yvet
known, but it is hoped tO
publish it in the next "Observer"

otreet. These rooms are used as an
old people's Rest Room and by
various local organisations,
are innurgent need of repair.
Various improvements are also
planned.,

and

e ® 2 a e 2 8 0 w @

PROCESSION PRIZE WINNERS: -

Class 1 (Adults Fancy Dress):-~

1, Mrs.Thurbett E?ag Trade ).

2. Mr,Jd.Layland (Victorian Cycllst)
3. Mrs.,Booth (Mll’lS uT‘F‘l/.

Class 24 (Fancy Dresu,
aged 7 to 10 years):.

1. Brian Terry (Matedor)

2. Gillian Ganer (Country girl).

3, Janet Blackmore (Turkish Delight
L, Michael Gee (Sheik).

Class 2B (Fancy Dress,
aged 11 to 15 years).

1. Ann Lovell (Indian).

2, Brenda Howard (Pinky Pinkum).

3. Ann Butcher (Witch) (Tie)
Janice Ambrose (Clown) B

boy or girl,

boy or girl,

Class 3 (Tableaux on foot ).

1. Billericay C.N,D,
2, Billericay Round Table.
3, Billericay Red Cross Society.

_Continued In Column 2.

SUNNYMEDE SCHOOL FAYRE,

: Sunnymede School held a
successful Summer Fayre in the
school grounds last Saturday week.
This is the second Fayre to be held
by the School., Various displays,
stalls, and sideshows were
featured., HBspecially popular with
the children was a 1d a time rope
lchair 1lift operated by Billericay
Civil Defence.

The Fayre was opened by
Rev.G,.R.Holley, Vicar of Great
Burstead. The Rev,Holley
emphasised the part the School
played in local life, and said
that those living at Outwood

the

1Common had a village green as a

focus of their community life.
Unfortunately they lacked what
were in his opinion three vital
amenitiles - a communlty centre,

a proper Church, and a public
house. Some people might not
agree with him on the last point
but he felt that a public house.
was essential. ‘He hoped that the
people of Outwood Common would
soon have their own Church,
community centre, and Public House.

Page 2.




DIRECT LABOUR DEBATE BRINGS HEATED
- EXCHANGES. .

A debate on whether Basildon
Council should hold an
investigation into the merits of
starting a Council Direct Labour
Force brought heated exchanges at
last Thursday week's Council
Meeting. Several times during the
debete the Chairman (Cllr AP,
Phelns) had to bang his gavel to
bring members to order. Labour
members repeatedly jumped to their
Teet vo make points of order, and
shouting whilst other members were
sSpeaking.

he motion was moved by Cllr.
A.T,Dove (Labour) who said that
Council projects could be carried
out more.economically by a direct
labour force, As the Council
would not be making a profit they
could easily compete with the
tenders of privdte contractors.
He was sure, for example, that
those 1iving on roads to be made
up, would like to see the work
done as sconomically as possible,
Cllr.Dove emphasised that the
‘motion only called for an
investigation into the merits of
Direct Labour.

Howeverm the mction was
strongly opposed by Cllr.Mrs.C.d,
Gadson (former Tory Council
Chairman), who said that the
Council could not hope to compete
with the organisations of the
private contractors,

She continued; "If you are
Boing to have a Direct Labour
Force you are going to have to
build houses to provide
accommodation for the 300 to LOO
men you will need. It will mean
setting up a compiete new depart-
ment to deal with the Direct
Labour Force.

There is one section on this
Council which believes in private
enterprise and one section which
believes in nationalisation. This
motion is purely political.

I am against speculating
ratepayers' money in any way,
on an investigation',

Por the Residents Cllr.Mrs.
Lunt said that she saw no harm in
an investigation,

Cllr,.Mrs.Taylor (Con.) said
that the Direct Labour Force would
have to compete with some of the
leading contractors in the
country. The Council would find
itself accepting its own tenders,
even though they were higher than
the contractors,

With the sypport of the
four Residents® Councillers the
motion was carried by a large
majoritys.

the
even

NORSEY VIEW DRIVE RESIDENTS MEET
THE COUNCIL.

At a recent meeting at the
Council..Chamber Billericay, the
residents of Norsey View Drive,
Billericay, met Basildon Council
to discuss why their road has bot
yet been made up. Described as
"ome of the worst roads in Essex"
Norsey View Drive has been the
subject of many protests by
frontagers and Buttsbury Residents'
Association during the past year.

The meeting was opened by
CllrzMrs.C.J.Gadson who' explained
why the road had been placed so
far back in the programme of
street works, It was necessary to
embark on a large surface water
drainage scheme in this area of
Billericay and until this was
started it would not be possible
to make up any more roads -in the
area.,

This was supported by Mr.Baker
a technical expert of the Council
who said there would be a very
real danger of -flooding in the
lower perts of the area, which
would be aggravated by the
increased rate of flow of water
from Ncrsey View Drive if it wa
a hard road. '

The case for the frontagers
was put by Mr.,C.B.Drury, Chairman
of Butisbury Residents' -Assn., who
contended that at present once  the
shallow top soil was saturated
the excess cascaded into Perry
Street, where it was contained by
the high banks of the road -itself
which becomes a natural water-
course discharging into Orchard
Avenue area. This situation would
be i1mproved if Norsey View Drive
were made up and the surface
water drained off into the ditch
alongside Perry Street, which is
deep, well-maintained, and
adequate to carry all normal
amounts of water, Thus, far from
aggravating the situation, a made-
up road would ease it.

There followed a general
guestion time, which tended to
get rather heated, and the
Chairman had to bring the meeting
to order on more than one occasion.

Very little was promised by:
the Works Committee to remedy the
situation until the start of road
works 1in about two years time.
They did, however, promise to
examine the possibility of
providing some material for
repairing the footpath beside
the road. It was emphasised
nowever that the amount of money
availapble for such work and
material was very limited.

Page 3,



EDITORIAL

Editor:- Wynford P.Grant.

Editorial Offices:- )
"Billericay Observer',
143, Perry Street,
Billericay,
Essex.

Phone:- Billericay 1927.

-The "Billericay Observer" had

a mixed success in Billericay
Carnival, The float depicting
famous people who had made news
in Billericay in the past was
very successful. However, the
closed van with a model town
crier, broke down in Hillary
Miount at the beginning of the
procession route and had to be
withdrawn.

I would like to express my
thanks to the following people
for their assistance:-

H.Xeene & Co. of Billericay for
loan of the two vans.
Mrs.E.F.Grant and Messrs. C.G.
Prentice and M,F.Stevens for
playing parts on the floakb..
S.Prentice for helping with
decoration of the float,
Mr.R,F.Grant for assisting in the
collection of money.

Messrs, N.,C. de Lee, R, Blrd, M.
Goodwin, and N,Day (newsboys).

All 500 copies of the
Billericay Reference Book have
now been sold ‘This is very
Pleasing, -

Sales of "Early Blllerlcay
(first booklet in the Billericay
History Series) now exceed 550
copies. I still have some copies
of+vthe fourth print left at 6d a
time, This booklet describes the

lrs.

story of Billericay from the Stone

Age to Roman times, It has been
decided to issue the next booklet
in the series in September -
further details at a later date.
As usual the "Observer" will
miss one issue in August,
to give the Bditonr a break, and
also because of the lack of news
in August. Accordingly, there
will be no issue on Tuesday
August 28th. All news occuring
in the fortnight normally covered
by this issue will appear in the
issue of Tuesday September 41th.

_____ The Editor.

The "Billericay Observer" is
Printed & Published by Wynford P,
Grant Limited at their Registered
Offices at 143, Perry Street,
Billericay, Essex. (c) Wynford
P.Grant Limitedys o

SPIRELLA

RESIDENT CORSETIERE

MRS ,W,LENNON

"Danwyn", Beaufort Road, Billericay.

Phone Billericay 1827.

MADE-T O-MEASURE FOUNDAT IONS AND
SWIMSUITS, |

My advice on your corsetry
problems is always available
without obligation.

LIVE WELL.

1st YEAR HENS WILL ROAST OR BOIL!

ONLY 2/2d per 1bl!
CHEAPER THAN SAUSAGES!

PREPARED FOR THE OVEN FREE!

Also Rabbits True-Bred N.,Z.W. &
Californians. Reasonable prices.

All ages.

- LOOK_HOUSEWIVES! For the next

four weeks only the above
chickens at 2/- a pound ! ! !

Apply:- "MOSS BANK",
PERRY STREET,
(Between Queens Pk. & School).

WOODSIDE RD,,
BILLERICAY,

Ready now!
Valuable for Fruit,
Vegetables.
2/- a bag or 6 bags for 10/—
Delivered for a small charge.

Apply: -
Perry Street,

GARDENERS .

Pure organic Potash.
Flowers, and
In clean Z. cwt, bags,.

"Moss Bank'", Woodside Rd.,
Billericay.

in order

G 0O 0DSPERD S,

1, CHAPEL STREET.
(Opp.War Memorial).

Istablished 35 years.

EXPERT FISH FRYER.

SMOKED HADDOCK A SPECIALITY.
FROZEN FOODS STOCKED.,

OPEN ON FRIDAYS AND
SATURDAYS UNTIL 8.0 p.m.

Phone Billericay 280,

CHRIST CHURCH, PERRY. STREET,

Services:- Sundays at 9.30 a.m.,
18t & 3rd, Holy Communion, others -
Matins.

Young Wives Fellowship:-— Alternate

Thesdays 8-9 p.m. at Christ
Church,
10, Uplands Close, Perry Street.

Enquiries Mrs.Stott,

» @000 800w

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE IN THE
"BILLERICAY OBSERVER"! ! ! !

F s
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Billericay 0.A.P.

At the meeting held on 27th June there was an excellent
attendance - the biggest for this year. With regard to sick members
it appeared that Mrs.Train was improving; lirs.Newell was about the
same, All members who were away sick were wished a speedy recovery.
Mr & Mrs.Shiner were welcomed back after their long absence.

Birthday honours were accorded kirs.W.Gill. A new member was welcomed
to the Branch - Wrs.Wade. The Secretary gave details of the outing
to Eastbourne on July 16th. Mrs.Swaby entertained the members with
Mrs,Dawkins at the piano, and the Chairman thanked her for her “show"
and said it was a real task for one person to entertain so well all
the afternoon. Tea hostesses were liesdames Carpenter, Cross, Byron,
and Sandrock.

Buttsbury Monday Club.

The club is still making more members and meetings now give
a happy time to some 30-3%5 members regularly. On June Lth 34 members
had an interesting visit to the Southend Waterworks Company works at
Langford. Tea was taken at Danbury. Our next cosch run will be to
the strawberry fields at Tipbtree, the date to be announced at the
club as soon as possible., New members welcome at Buttsbury School on
Monday evenings.

Sunnymede & Outwood Common Friday Club - 41st anniversary.

Sunnymede & Butwood Common Friday Club celebrated their
first anniversary on 22nd June. Mrs,Brett, Chairman, welcomed three
new members. Tea, sandwiches, cakes, and ice cream were served by
Mrs.,Morrison and Mrs.Muniyard. Afterwards entertainment was provided
by the "Outwood Bounders" who put on a lively cabaret show which was
thoroughly enjoyed by members. Those taking part were Ron & Janet
Denny, Les & Joan Homan, and pianist Mr.J,Sussex. Guests of the
evening were Mr.G.Hannibal (Chairman of Outwood Common Community
Association), Mr.J.Sexton (Entertainments Secretary), and bir.Alan
Jazzard (Youth Club representative), New members welcome =9 p.m.
at Sunnymede Primary School 6n Friday evenings.

We still have a few copies left of the Lth print of "Early

Billericay", No.1 in the Billericay History Series, price 6d. This

booklet has sold over 550 copies!

"The story of Billericay from the Stone Age to Roman times including
a very neat map" - "Peterborough" in the "Daily Telegraph',

From-the Publishers, Wynford P.Grant Limited, 143, Perry Street,
Billericay, Essex (Phone Billericay 1927) or from most newsagents.

We regret that we have no copies left of the Billericay Reference
Book. = . .

Whether, you want to sell a bram or advertise the opening of a new
Store the "Billericay Observer" can help you. Our rates are cheap
(£2-2-0d a full page, with reductions for local organisations) and
an advert in the "Observer" really brings results! Just ring
Billericay 1927 and we will give you Ffull details! Remember -

it pays to advertise in the "Billericay Ubserver'.

THERE IS STILL TIsE TO BOOK YOUR SUMMER HOLIDAY OR CRUISE ARBROAD ....
Write or telephone NOW to: -
FRi:D HUMPER. LIwmITLD,

87, Bishopgate, AVEnue 5524 or
Lanidon, B.0.2. Billericay 1457.

W.J. MASH C.M.B.H.I ;\""J’b{fgfieclid]‘s Pirst Avems,
‘ J ‘rithwood Lane illericay.
HOROLOG , ST Phone Billericéy 1587 7

Establi . 20, s R L .
eblished 1920 REPAIRS TO WATCHLS AND CLOCKS.
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--"BILLLRLCAY IN T HI PhSTW by the Editor,

A further rental adis the Essex Records Offlce descrlbes ‘Biller-
icay in 1563, Unfortunately this is in a rather poor-condition, and
because of the style of writing reading it is not easy. Also, it
does not appear to have been written in any particular area order,
and therefore gives little information regarding. the position of
prop?rtles or names of roads (1nclad1ﬁg the argued about Vellfleld
Lane ;
g however, 1t does glve us & little information on Some subgects.
The inns mentioned are the "George" (site of Howards), "Crown" .(then
at Laylands) and "Swa n'" (site of Greens Stores)., As one studies: the
quit rentals the last Inn continues to mount in importance, and. it
was obviously a more important inn than originally considered. The
"Red Lion'" (shown on the. 159j mep) is not mentioned. The rental also
establishes that Billericay's windmill was standing in 1563 - the
earliest date it had been established at previously was 1595.

Many readers have asked me to give more details of Christopher
Martin, the famous Billericay ”Manlower" pilgrim (one of five from
the town). MNartin was married at Great Burstead in 1606 or 1607,
and shortly after we encounter him in the Quarter Sessions Rolls,
when George Hiles gave evidence against Christopher Martin for using
the trade of linen draper without being apprenticed to it.

At a later date we find his stepson Solomon Power (also on the

"Mayflower") involved in Quarter Sessions: "Paprell to answer that
he coming on Sunday night the 15th September from an alehouse drunk
was required by Solomon Prower then on the King's Watch there to go
with him, who answored he cared neither for the King's Magesty nor
for sucH Jack an apes as he was and therewith broke the King's peace"

On that occasion the Martin family was on the right side of the
law., However, in 1619 they were brought before the Arohdeacons
Court at Ingatestone for nonconformity.:

We can never be -sure whether Martin first hecame involved in
the "Mayflower" venture for religous reasons, or for commercial’
reasons, One thing is certain - he was appointed to arrange for the
provisions in England.

Howevetr;, he soom beoame unponular with his fellow voyagers
because of his obstinancy, and his bad temper whén asked to account
for the whereabodits of some of the money given to him. He was the
subject of several indignant letters from "Mayflower" pilgrims.

He- was not to live long in America. Soon after the pilgrims
arrived he and his family died in the first infection. :

Next time I hope to start on a completely new series of articles
for whlcb I am at the moment gathering materldl.

THIS TIME‘S TQP TEN - Based on sales of records at Stanwood Radio’
Ltd,, High Street, Billericay. Last time's positions in- brackets.

1. 7N.35047 - Picture Of You (Joe Brown) (6).

2, POP,103l - I Can't Stop Loving You (Ray Charles) (=)

3, AAG.105 - Yes My Darling Daughter (Eydie Gorme) (-).

by O 587] - Here Comes That Feeling (Brenda Lee; (=)

5. 55436 - 01d Rivers (Walter Brennan)

6. RCA 1280 - Good Luck Charm (Elvis Presley (1).

7. DB.L&28 - Do You Want To Dance? (Cliff Richard) (3).

8. HLP,9558 - Drummin' Up A Storm (Sandy Nelson) (-).

9, POP,1002 - Wonderful World of the Young (Danny Williams (-).
10, MGH, 1460 - Dr,Kildare (Richard Chamberlain (-).

STOP PRESS NEWS,

The "Observer" understanas that Cllr.Alf Dove, former
leader of Basildon Council's Labour Group has re-considered his
decision to resign the whip of the Group (see Page 8), following
letters_from mdny Labour supporters, He has described his actlon
as "impulsive", but states that he does not regret it.

Page 64



TEL.BILLERICAY 1413

BILLERICAY TAXI
& HIRE SERVICE

J.H,SPARROW,
11 SEATER BUS FOR PRIVATE PARTIES.

? OFFICE: :
"CAMBRAI", STATION APPROACH, B/CAY

Private:; L4, Beaufort Road,
Billericay, Essex,

DAY & NIGHT SERVICE.
Any distance,

h

FREE WEDDING
TALBUMS!

A BEAUT IFUL FULL-SIZE 24-LEAVED
PADDED WEDDING ALBUM IS

OUR _GIFT TO ALL BRIDES

e s s et b it

wedding photographs at our new .
Billericay studios BETWEEN JUNE
9th and AUGUST 3rd, 1962,

Book your appointment NOW at
CLINTON MARK STUDIOS,.
51, HIGH SRREET, BILLERICAY, ESSEX.
Billericay 1974.

Telephone:

BILLERICAY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

OPEN SUMMER S

G~

SATURDAY |4n

JULY ARCHER MEMORIAL HALL 2.3Cp.

ADMISSION 64,

CLASSES FOR - VEGETABLES,

Hon.Show Secretary -~ W.A.Youngman Esqre,, 20
L Billericay.

Entry rforms to bz

FLOWERS, FRUIT,

FLORAL ART, AND COQKERY.

, Hillside Road,

returned by 11th July.

Holly Court,

JOHN LEWIS &
FURNISHERS & UPH

High Street, Billericay.

TOLSTER

ERS

Por individual attention to jouz_ﬂpeago

AGENTS FOR:

sundouwe

b ) P
iV;OJ.' LOn

Graftcn Febrics

Curtains made and

Fabrics

Sanderscn Fabrics

all
fabrics
guranteed.,
lined to order.,

Curtain fittings, including Drape, Rufflette,
Girslie and Deep Pleat; also Harrison nylon rall.

HARRIS LEBUS
VERITY MIRRORS

FURNITURE

EKCO NURSERY REQUISITES
NURSERY FURNITURE
BEDDING: REMPLOY DIVANS & MATTRESSES

BUNK BEDS COMPLETE AT 22

CARPET ING

Our individual services comprise re-upholstery;

chairs; tailored loose covers.

gns .,

new upholstered

Phone Billericay 2335.
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LIBRARY IS FILLED TO BURST ING
POINT ON SATURDAYS,

"The  lending library at
Billericay is: fllled to bursting
point on baturaays and the
extrene..inconvenience to public
and staff alike is mitigated only
by the goodwill of both'", states
Mr,N,D,Humphries-F.L,A, Branch
Librarian in his annual report
issued recently.

"There is virtually no staff
accomnodation, and although
pressure cn space has been
somewhat relieved by our being
able to send a large number of
books to Fryerns, the overcrowd-
ing at Billericay is still a great
problem'",

“Referring to the reference
library gt :Billericay Mr.
Hupphries states; "This continues
to be well used. In addition to
the more mundane enquiries we
have been able to assist a
Cambrldge don with research into
local eattle markets; a membér of
Lille University in connectlon
with an exhibition to be held in
France; and an.American editor of
a psychidtric periodical who was
interested in the historical link
between Billericay and Billerica
U.3.A. The local collection of
books and pamphlets on Billericay
and Essex has been ih constant use
. and every effort is made to add to
stock everything that will be of
use in the future, although it may
appear ephermal at the present",

Mr ,Humphries describes the
major events of the year as the
retirement of Miss M.Cohen,
Librarian since 1948, and the
introduction of the mobile
library service into the area.,
Business is partiéularly brisk at
the Saturday morning stand at
Outwood Common.

Giving some statistics Mr.
Humphries states that libraries
in the Urban District now have a
total lending stock of 81,396
books. Durlng the yearvthere were
771,002 issues compared with
690,356 last year,

In Billericay 59,816 non-
fiction books were issued to
adults, and 132,986 fiction books.
Children took out 9,258 non
fiction books and 25,262 fiction
books, making a grand total of
227,322, compared with 213, 227
last year, Billericay has L,525
registered adult readers (L4, M?B
last year) and 1,312 children
(963), making a {otal of 5. B}
compared with 5,436 last year.
There were u,914 requests for
titles, and the highest issue on
one day was 4,943.

continues Mr.Humphries, °

LABOUR GROUP COUNCIL LEADER RESIGINS

Signs of a major row within
Basildon Council's Labour Group
came at the recent. Council
Meeting, when Cllr,Alf Dove,

Group Leader for three years, sat.
away from his colleagues, and with
the Billericay Residents' Assoc,
councillors, At the beginning of

(the meeting Council Chairman,
Cllr ,A.P.Phelps,

said that he had
received formal notice that Cllr,

|Dove was no longer leader of the

Labour Group. Cllr,dJ,.Blaske, a
Labour member, protested that it

was the first he had heard about

it, but the Chairman said that he
could allow np debate on the matter.
"You must sort this out among
yourselves", he added.

After the meeting Cllr.Dove
refused to disclose the full story,
but said that he had resigned the
whip of the Labour Group,_but npt
from the Labour Party. In future
he would sit as an Independent
Labour member for Fryerns. No .
doubt the matter would be discuss-
ed by the local managing committee
and there was always a strong

|possibility that he might be

expelled from the Party. If this

happened he would remain a true

Socialist - "You cant turn the tap
off overnight", he commenyed.

The new Group leader Cllr.R,
Rice, also refused to go into full
details, He denied that there had
been a split in the party.

On Cllr.Dove he commented;

"I respect the decision he made at
Tuesday's group meeting. L feel
that he will always remain a -
Socialist, and that we shall be
able %o agree on most matters of
paliey, "

Although the Group are the
largest party on the Council
without an overall majority he
did not think he was taking over
at "a sticky patch'.

Asked if the situation would
have arisen if Cllr.Dove had been
elected as Council Chairman at the
Annual Council Meeting lir.Rice
said that that was hypothetical,
but he did not think the situation
would have arisen.

The meeting was aldo marked
by sharp and heated clashes
between two Labour councillors -
John Blake and Percy Saunders

Afterwards ,ullr Blake sald
"T don't know what's got under
Cllr.Saunders's skin. I was not
at Tuesday's meeting, but as far
as I em concerned I still accept
Cllr.Dove as Leader of the Labour
Group"
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Billericay Floral
Arrangement Group.

Next meeting Wednesday July 4th.
Womens Institute Hall, 8 p.m.
Demonstrator, Mrs.J.Russell.
Subject - "Arrangements of Garden
Flowers". Members Competition -
"Rose Garden", an arrangement of
roses with own foliage. Visitors
welcome, Members 2/-, Visitors

LOCAL RESIDENTS!

You are invited to seek member-
ship of the St.Johns Sports
Association which has its head-
guarters at "Willowbrook" in
Stock Road,

Facilities for CRICKET, RUGGER,
HOCKEY, TENNIS (hard courts), and
TABLE TENNIS are provided.

There is also a spacious club room
with licensed bar and changing
rooms and showers.

Applications to the Hon.Sectetary,
607, Rayleigh Road, Hutton,
(Advertisers' Announcement).

REMEMBER! IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE
IN THE "OBSERVER"!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS,

MOT OR VEHICLES FOR _SALE.

A1) 1947 Austin 10 H.P., M.0.T.c.
March, 1963, Please apply 133,

Perry Street (Phone Billericay

1355) after 7 p.m.
HAIRDRESSING,

A2) BEXPERT HAIR TRIMMING {N YOUR
OWil HOME - Ring Billericay 228
for appointment.

PETS.

A3) PETS - SHELLERICAY SHET LAND
SHEEPDOGS - Pedigree Puppies,
sable white, champion sire, K.C.
registered, breeding terms
available, wonderful companions.
Apply:- Mrs.Hopkins,; "Orchard
Cottage, Station Road, B/cay.

FOR SALE.

Al)) Carpet 3 yds., ¥ 27 yds., in
excellent condition, floral brown
+ fawn, &£7-10-04 or near offer.
Apply:- "Moss Bank", Woodside Rd.,
(near "Observer" offices), Perry
Street, Billericay.

Classified Advertising pays.
Very cheap rates & + ! 1 ¢

FOR HABERDASHERY — STOCKINGS

SEWING MACHINES -WOOLS

WHY NOT VISIT US

WOOLPACK"

3 CHAPEL STREET

OFF HIGH STREET
BILLERICAY

Phone Billericay 1?57.
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LIBERAL "CANNOT FIND WORDS LOow
ENUUGH TO DESCRIBE RESIDENTS".,

Mr.L.Wernick (Liberal Council
Candidate for Billericay in the
recent elections) said. that he
could not find words low enough to
describe the activities of
Billericay Residents' Association
at a discussion on party politics
in local government at a meeting
of Billericay Young Socialists at
the "0ld Shambles" ‘on Sunday. .

The Resident candidates did
not state their political beliefs
and this was tantamount to ‘
fradulence, Nobody knew where
they stood on such subjects as
Council Houses.

Mr.Wernick contimied; "There
can be very savage results from
minorities like the Residents who
reject everything., Groups similar
to the Residents' Assoclatlon gave
rise to Fascism, They are a
cancerous growth on the face of
the community.. All I ask for is
honesty im policy matters".

Mr.Wernick compared Billericay
with some West Midland towns, and
said that Billericay was.in dire
. need of industry. Industry was

the life blood of the nation. The
local residents could only think
about what affected their little
green plot - they were incapable
of considering national issues.

Mr,Wernick concluded by .
saying that he. thought Residents'
ASSOClathHS were "a wonderful
idea" provided they kept out of
local elections, ..

For the Labour Party Cllr.
Mrs.Gibbs endorsed lir.Wernick's
remarks. Residents' Associations
led to "anarchy" in local affairs.,

For the Residents IMr.Hillyard
said it was no good having a
watchdog unless it had teeth. From
a personal view he felt that the
Residents were compelled to enter:
local elections because of the
unsatisfaccory attitude of the
local Council., It was a pity that
Party politics had ever become
involved in local government.

He rejected lr.Wernick's
suggestion that the town needed
more industry. This was useless
and a waste of land, when 90% of
the population were "pen pushers'.
What was needed was office
development .

Mr,Hillyard also rejected the
criticism that the Residents were
barochial, In many cases their
Councillors had been to Basildon
to deal with complaints and queries

A general discussion from the
fioor followed,

‘Residents'

[Nothing about vital issues!

land increase efficency.

"ROUND AND ABOUT -
by
"WANDERER",

I have always had the
impression that the Liberal Party .
was a sensible and responsible
political party, and that Mr.L.
Wernick was a responsible member
of the Liberal Party, I was
somewhat disillusioned when Nr,
Werhick made some highly damaging
and inaccurate remarks about the
behaviour and voting of the
Independent Resident Councillors
in the Council Chamber, The
events at the recent Council
Meeting certainly proved .that the
supposed pact between the Tories
and the Re81dents was a figment of
Mr.Wernick's imagination.

My béliefs were shattered -

completely by Mr,Wernick's latest

accusations. Apparently Mr.Wennick
cannot "find words low enough" to
describe the activities of_the
Association.  He also
suggests that their election-
platform was "fradulent” =y
further suggestlon put . forward by
Mr,.Wernick is that such organisat -
ions as the Residents' Association
are a breeding ground for Fascism! -

I have never heard such arrant
nonsenses The "Fascism'" accusation
is scare politics at its worst,

A study of the election

"raddfesses of the Council Elections

is very interesting. The Residents
give a clear outline policy to
which their candidates subscribe,
but firmly state that they will
Judge matters on merit, The
Conservative and Labour addresses
contain the usual vague platitudes,
However, at least these pamphlets
do contain a policy outline on
most subjects. Mr.,Wernick's
pamphlet consisted of three
paragraphs on minor subgects.
I
would suggest that the Liberal
election address was the least
informative of the four.

The Labour motion at the
Council Meeting for an investigat-.

Jion into Direct Labour produced

screams of "Nationalisation" from
the Conservatives, even though the
motion only called for an
investigation. I feel that it is
well worth investigating any
proposal which may reduce the rates
Just
because Labour proposes it 'is no
reason for rejecting a proposal,
Thankfully, merit prevailed over
party political divisions.

"Wanderer"
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